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I.  imoDtruTiov 


THa  Battle  of  M«t«  1«  Imt  one  opinede  In  what  i«  eonnonly  roforrod  to  an 
the  northwest  lurope  Gaapai^  dnrine  the  final  year  of  World  War  II  •  The 
eanpalgn  really  Began  on  25  July  ISM  when  the  Allied  arvlen  Broke  out  from 
the  oonflnea  of  the  Homandy  Peninsula  and  ended  In  May  of  the  following  year 
when  the  Qeraan  Amy  surrendered  unconditionally.  To  reduee  the  scale  eoae*- 
what  farther,  the  operations  that  nade  up  the  Battle  of  Mete  and  which  lasted 
fron  SepteaBer  through  SeeeaBer  19^*  vare  part  of  the  Lorraine  eaapalgn.  waged 
during  the  gaM  period  By  the  Third  U.S.  Amy* 

The  Battle  Of  Mets  took  place  at  the  city  of  Mets*  Between  the  Ardennes 
hills  and  the  Tosget  In  Trance,  The  principal  allied  forees  Involved  in  the 
Battle  were  the  XX  (US)  Corps  of  the  Third  U.S.  Aray  consisting  of  ths  5th 
Infantry  }}lvision,  90th  Infantry  Division  and  the  7th  Araorsd  Division. 

Qentan  forces  consisted  of  Qeraan  Amy  Qreup  Q  with  the  prlaary  units  eoalng 
from  ths  Qeraan  First  Amy* 

The  types  of  aourcss  required  for  a  thorough.  Balanced  account  of  this 
Battle  include  first  hand  accounts  of  the  Battle  from  the  Oeraan  and  the 
American  armies,  newspaper  and  aagasine  artlclss.  and  operational  histories. 

The  eenprshenoivo  BlBllographies  are  eontainsd  la  ths  principal  Book  on 
the  euBJooti  The  Unknown  Battle.  By  Anthony  Kenp. 

The  Unknown  Bottle  provides  sm  exesllent  account  of  the  Battle.  The 
Book  goes  into  great  detail  aBout  tha  Baekgrcmnd  leading  up  to  the  fight* 
particntlarlly  emphasising  tha  part  Mats  played  la  tha  war  Both  strategically 
and  politically*  The  Book  also  details  the  Background  on  the  principal  con^ 
mandere.  perhaps  keying  on  Patton  and  hla  attitudes  towards  thlo  type  of 
warfare.  Additionally,  the  Book  outliaes  the  logistic  proBlems  fauslng  tha 
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AaArleant  and  th«  porflonncl  and  natarlal  •horta£;ot  faeinj:  tha  Garnaii  foraet. 
fhA  book:  Is  alto  vory  Talnabls  In  proTldlsig  the  raador  with  Illustrations  of 
the  Ksis  Fortress  and  a  detailed  account  ef  the  nates  and  sources  used  In 
WTltlng  the  book* 
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II.  RsyiiLQr  m  strajtoio  agrping 


The  operatlona  which  made  up  the  Battle  of  Meta  lasted  from  September 
thrcnigh  Seeamber  19^  aoA  were  part  of  the  Lorraine  canpaign,  waged  during 
the  aame  period  b^  the  Third  U.S*  Armjr.^ 

The  Allied  Sittmtien 

Actual  detailed  planning  for  the  Imvaalon  of  lurope  went  only  aa  far  me 
the  Liberation  of  Trance  up  to  the  line  of  the  river  Seine,  which,  it  wat 
calculated,  would  be  reached  by  Ct90.  In  fact  thle  line  was  reached  on  15 
August  (t>t7^)t  and,  on  the  following  day,  units  of  the  Third  Angr  had  a 
bridgehead  at  Mantes, 

The  city  of  Mats  was  first  mentioned  in  Allied  planning  during  the  eon^ 

sldoratiOBS  for  how  to  reaeh  the  Ruhr  area,  the  heart  of  Oerman  iniustrtal 

production.  It  was  determined  by  SBAXT  (Supreme  Headquarters  Allied  txpodlM 

tionary  Terces)  plannere  that  the  main  eaphaeis  would  be  placed  on  the 

northern  thrust  along  the  traditional  Invaeion  route  into  northern  Oeraany 

via  Manbenge  and  Liege,  Once  aeroee  the  Rhine  and  with  the  Ruhr  neutralised, 

the  way  to  Berlin  would  be  open  aeroee  the  North  Oerman  ?laln.  Thle  neneuwer 

•» 

would  be  eupported  by  a  eubeldlary  thrust  on  the  VerdunFMets  llne,^ 

The  succeet  of  the  breakout  was  so  overwhelming  that  the  Allied  lemdex^** 
ship  found  iteolf  on  the  home  of  a  dilemma.  By  Bid*«Augnst  the  whole  eommaad 
system  was  being  called  Into  qeeetion,  and  lack  of  firm  diroctlou  was  to  lead 
to  fatal  delays,  General  llssahewer,  ae  Supreme  Allied  Commander,  delegated 
the  reeponelbl't  ity  of  ground  commander  to  Oeneral  Nontgemery  with  Bradley  in 
charge  of  an  Army  Croup  equal  to  Montgomery*#,  but  eubjoot  to  overall  tact leal 
BU3}ervielon  by  the  latter,  Oeneral  Montgomery  was  directed  to  advance  Into 
Belgium  with  the  Immediate  aim  of  teklag  Antwerp  and  neutralising  the  V«^eapon 


5 


bases  in  the  Pas  de  CalAla*  Patton  was  to  continue  his  eastward  nave,  at 
least  as  far  as  Rhelms,  and  to  link  up  with  the  Anvil /hragoon  forees  advancing 
up  the  Bhone  valley  toward  the  Vosges*  The  bulk  of  firadl«y*B  fnel  tonnage  was 
allocated  to  the  Vlrot  Army,  oo  that  Patton  was  given  enough  fuel  to  join  the 
battle  but  not  to  win  lt«^ 

The  advanoo  agroed  on  by  Oeneral  Xlsenhewer  finally  got  underway  on  2^ 
August  by  Which  data  Patton^o  epearheodo  were  slready  approaching  Rhelma* 
having  managed  to  etom  acrosa  the  Marne.  Throe  days  later  hlo  aoblle  eolunns 
would  be  acrooo  tho  Neuoot  but  otallad  for  lack  of  fool.  Only  thirty  Biles 
ahead  of  then  lay  the  Moselle*  just  one  sore  river  on  tho  way  to  the  Shine.^ 
The  Oerman  Situation 

After  the  defeat  In  Bomandy.  and  ae  a  result  of  the  tsrrlble  looses 
suft'ersd  during  the  Busslan  suoaer  offenslvs,  under  a  normal  polltleaX  gystOB* 
Oarmny  shoald  hovo  sued  for  peace.  Hothing*  however,  wao  farther  from  the 
Bind  ef  the  Puehrer,  who  In  BldHluguBt  wao  already  coceiderlng  a  eounteroffene* 
sive  that  wao  to  eaergo  ao  tho  Ardennes  attack  in  I>eceaber.^ 

At  the  beginning  of  Septoaber.  shortly  boforo  he  wae  relieved  of  eomatand* 
Model  received  a  eet  of  Inetructlone  that  were  indicative  of  Oeraan  etrategy. 
Theee  eaphasixed  Hltler^e  "stand  or  hold*  doctrine,  which  had  led  to  the  loss 
of  so  aany  troops  In  Isolatsd  pockets  and  had  not  succseded  In  halting  Allied 
advances.  The  snsay  was  to  be  held  la  a  general  defensive  battle  In  front  of 
the  Weetwall  to  gain  tine  ae  that  It  could  be  nade  ready.  According  to 
Hitler,  euccoes  hero  would  Bean  that  the  Hethorlaads  could  be  retained  and 
Oervan  territory  would  not  be  occupied.  Allied  aircraft  would  be  left  as  far 
away  as  possible,  and  even  if  Antwerp  wore  to  bo  lost*  <]erBaa  pesnwsslon  of 
the  north  bank  of  the  Scheldt  would  render  the  approachee  uselese.  Finally* 
the  vital  Ruhr  end  Saar  Industrial  and  ulnlng  arnae  would  bo  retainsd.^ 
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fhfl  Bftttle  of  Motii  fonu^ht  by  tliu  Corp*  which  woo  part  of  the  Third 
Army  eomaanded  by  Oonoral  Oooriio  S.  Patton*  At  tha  end  of  Ao^eti  the  Third 
kemy  eonelated  of  314, Alh  effleere  and  sen  dlwlded  into  nine  dlvltioao,  two  of 
which  were  amored*  By  thl«  tlaa,  the  Third  Aroy  was  a  cXoao^knlt  fl^rhtlng 
organixation  flushed  with  wletory  and  ea^er  for  the  kill.  The  XX  Corps  was 
eORBAnded  by  Oeneral  Walton  H.  Walker  and  eonslnted  »f  three  dlvlslona,  the 
5tb  and  90th  Infantry,  and  the  7th  Amored*  None  of  the  threo  divisions  had 

O 

suffersd  sneesslve  easualtios  during;  the  pursuit  of  Oeraany  across  Praneo* 

On  1  Septenher  19^«  the  Third  ArsQr  suffersd  the  hoailiatlon  of  running 
out  of  fuel*  However,  hy  5  Septeaber,  the  eituation  had  laipreved  soaewhat 
and.  General  Bradley  again  assigned  the  Bhlne  at  Prankfurt  ae  the  Third  Arsy 
objective  as  soon  as  the  Weatwall  emild  be  breached*  laeiedlately  as  the  eois- 
ferenee  wae  over,  Patten  lesued  his  orders*  Oeneral  Walker  with  XX  Cerpe  vaus 
to  attack  eastward  in  two  phaseoH-first,  to  establish  a  bridgshsad  ever  the 
MOHelle,  and  aeeonl,  to  cross  the  Rhiae*^  At  no  tlno  wao  any  nentlon  nads  of 
expected  Oemaa  opposition.  It  was  assunsd  that  the  Oomans  would  sake  aos* 
sort  of  stand  at  the  Westwall,  which  Ooneral  Patton  thought  would  bo  brsaohad 
oaslly  by  araior,^® 

Armed  with  hie  Orders,  Oennrad  Walker  mabed  back  to  his  headquarters  and 

isoned  verbal  messages  that  were  followed  the  next  morning  by  Field  Order  No* 

10,  upon  which  the  flrot  stage  of  the  Nets  battle  was  based*  It  stated,  "Third 

tJ.  3*  Army  attacks  to  eolsa  crossings  over  the  Rhine  River  between  Naanholm  and 

Coblens.*"  The  mission  of  XX  Corps  was  first  to  ssiso  a  oroselng  over  the 

Moselle  and  then  to  capture  ¥rsXt  and  Thlenville,  Second,  they  were  to  cross 

the  Rhine  in  the  vicinity  of  Mains  and  prepare  to  laivance  to  Prankfort*  The 

individual  unite  were  assigned  missio^is  as  follows:  The  3rd  Cavalry  Qrotip  was 
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•rdered  to  rocoiinoitor  to  tho  Shlno  without  deloT’  aund  the  7th  Axworod  Dlvliioa 
WAS  to  adranee  east  In  wultiplo  eoluanaj  aalKe  eroaalnga  aver  the  Bhinm*  The 
5th  Infantry  Olrlalon  waa  to  capture  Natl  and  than  continue  to  adwance  to  the 
Xhlna,  while  ThionTllla  vaa  aaalgnad  to  the  90th  lafantry.^^ 

At  thla  atate  of  the  eanpail^»  the  XX  Oarpa  and  the  Aaerlcan  Army  had  run 
out  of  datalled  aapa  and  ware  uaing  aoatly  ltl00,000  Mlehalin  road  aapa.  The 
fortlfleatlona  around  Natl  and  Thlonvllla  were  aarkad  on  aoaa  of  the  aapa  uaed 
hy  XX  Oorpa*  hut  nohody  had  any  Idea  of  the  type,  deal^,  or  actual  altaa  of 
the  forta*  Soaa  apprehension  waa  fait,  hut  tha  ganeral  tendaney  waa  to  hope 
far  tha  heat  and  to  dlaalaa  the  forte  aa  prohahly  ohaolata  and.  Ineapahle  of 
offering  datamlned  raalatanea.  The  ewenta  af  the  next  tea  daya  rlrtxially 
altered  thla  wlaw.^^ 


The  Qeraan  Situation  at  the  haglnnlmt  of  the  Mati  Gaanalgn 

Directly  oppoalng  Oaneral  Pattoa*a  foroaa  waa  the  Oeraan  ?lrat  Amy.  On 
6  Saptemher  tha  counaader,  Qaneral  von  dar  Ohavallarla  waa  retired  on  grouada 
of  "lllhealth"  and  raplaeod  hy  Qanaral  Otto  von  Knohaladarf,  The  latter  had 
had  oonalderahle  experleaca  aa  a  corpa  coamander  In  Ruaala  and  waa  known  to 
he  hath  a  tough  fighter  and  an  opt  Inlet  •  Hla  Amy,  together  with  tha  linateanth 
Amy  inmediataly  to  tha  aouth,  waa  placed  under  tha  ooBaiand  of  Amy  Oroup  G 
and  Qeneral  Blaakawlti, 

During  the  laat  daya  of  Juguat,  the  Oarwan  ?lret  Amy  had  palled  hack 

behind  the  Nauae  with  its  foroaa  totally  ahattared  and  on  tha  run*  From  tha 

retreat,  only  nine  hattaliona  af  infantry,  two  hattarlaa  af  field  artillery, 

ten  tanka,  and  a  nonhar  of  antiaircraft  and  antitank  gone  had  haen  retrloTad* 

Belnfareanenta  In  tha  alapa  af  alaaanta  af  tho  3rd  and  5th  Paaiar  Oranadiar 

Dlvlalona  had  arrived  fron  Italy  In  tlaa  to  see  action  in  the  Vardojo-Coamarcy 

Area,  and  the  raaalnlng  troopa  of  thsso  unite  wars  In  poaitlon  along  the 
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No««ll«  by  2  Sspbtiibtr.  In  addition  thnr*  wac  tbo  eithaaitad  17th  SB  Pansar 

Oraaadlar  filTlaloB*  which  waa  la  tha  Vlrat  Any  araa  far  raflttlne*  Parta  of 

thla  unit  ware  thrown  la  to  fora  an  ontpaat  line  to  the  weat  of  Mata*  aatrlde 

Ik 

the  mala  read  from  Vardun*'^ 

Slraetly  faolng  Oaaaral  Valkar*a  XX  Corpa»  on  tha  Moaalle  batwaan  Meta 
and  fhlonwllla,  waa  tha  Oarnaa  LXXXIX  Corpa.  eoanandad  by  tha  artillery  ^ner^ 
al(  Johaan  SlBahabar.  Aaarleaa  Intolllganea  had  aatlaatad  that  tha  anaay 
would  not  make  a  ataad  on  tha  Maaalla,  bat  would  ratlra  to  tha  praparad  paal«* 
tlona  af  tha  Waatwall  aloaiS  tha  Oarman  frontier*  Thia  proved  to  ba  a  falaa 
aatlaatOt  for  aa  early  aa  2k  Au^at*  Hitler  had  iaanad  ardara  for  tha  prapara^ 
tlon  of  dafenaoa  In  adranaa  of  the  Waatwall*  In  tha  Noaalla  aaetor*  Oanlaitar 
Burokal  waa  ampowarad  to  call  tq>  tha  alrlllaa  popalatlon  far  tha  aonatroation 
of  dafanaa  worka,  and  ardara  war#  also  ^iwan  for  tha  raaoaditloaing  of  tha 
aid  fortlfleatloaa  of  Nota  and  Thlonwlllo*^^ 

Soaotiao  toward  tho  and  af  July  19kk,  Lieutenant  (laneral  Valthar  Krsuae 
waa  appointed  to  command  SlTlalon  Mo.  k62  in  Mots.  At  tha  tine,  thla  unit 
Was  nothing  moro  than  a  haadquartera  with  a  naoinal  ataff,  raaponalble  far 
thb  variouB  military  sehoala  and  training  and  replacement  xmlta  In  the  Mata 
area.  !Rioy  ware  engaged  in  each  mattara  ae  the  raarlanv^atlon  of  eonvalaaeante 
and  tha  care  of  wouadod  prior  to  dlaehargo.  The  offieore  and  100*8  af  the 
division  ware  olthar  unfit  or  ororago.  and  none  of  the  unite  ware  in  any  way 
ready  for  oembat.^^ 

On  2  September,  Kranee  waa  appointed  fortraos  coamandar  by  Oanoral  Slno" 

httber  (LXXXll  Corpa).  Hawowar,  on  7  Baptamber  tha  higher  eommaad  echelon 

changed  to  tha  XITl  8S  Pansar  Corpa  and  aaaumad  raapoasibllit/  far  tha  aaotor 

from  Thlenvllla  to  south  of  Note.  Thio  waa  SB  Corps  only  in  name  aa  the  bulk 
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of  tha  troops  were  nermal  army  tinita.  ' 
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(kinoral  Kr«ai«  took  eoatrol  of  tha  roadklook*  lutd  tot  to  work  to  Mionblw 
m  fight lae  fwrow  capable  of  dofondlng  tho  o&ty.  Hie  dlwloloa  had  two  Infantry 
training  battalione  iaaodlatoly  awallablo  plue  nlioollaaeoue  apo«lallete«  but 
by  the  beginning  of  Septomber  he  managed  to  fone  a  throo»reglaent  dlTlelon« 
whleh  conaiatod  of  the  Of fleer  Candidate  Regiment »  the  lOlOth  Seoorlty  Regl» 
■ent,  and  the  NOO  School  of  Military  Oletrlet  XI I 

The  Officer  Candidate  Regiment  wae  eomnanded  by  Colonel  won  Slegroth*  and 
the  unit  wae  nalnly  composed  of  the  cadets  of  an  officer  trainli^  school* 

They  noabored  some  1*800*  nest  of  whom  had  been  comalssloned  as  lientenants 
on  passing  their  exaalnationo  at  the  beginning  of  September*  The  regiment 
was  filled  out  with  some  1*500  sundry  troops  who  had  been  gathered  la  fkon 
the  retreating  columns  to  glre  a  total  combat  strength  of  3*300  oxporlencod 
men,^^ 

The  1010th  Security  Regiment*  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Richter* 
had  retreated  from  yraneo  and  eoneloted  of  two  uador«»etrength  battalione* 

pA 

The  personnel  were  mostly  overage  and  their  eoeibat  efficiency  wae  low* 

The  MOO  School  of  Military  Dlotrict  Xll*  eoamianded  by  Colonel  Wagner* 
wae  formed  Into  a  regiment  of  tome  1*500  men  who  had  boon  attending  various 
eoursos.  Krause  rated  their  efficiency  as  high*  although  they  had  never 
before  fought  together  as  a  eombat  unlt*^^ 

la  addition  to  the  above  three  regiments*  the  two  replaoeuemt  battalione 
belonging  to  the  division  were  stationed  on  tbe  east  bank  of  the  Moselle  to 
the  south  of  the  city*  There  they  were  Joined  by  a  battalion  formed  from  the 
personnel  of  the  SS  Signal  School  •«'  known  as  "Battalion  Borg*"  after  Ito 
commander*  Initially*  artillery  wae  almoet  nonexistent*  eoneliting  of  two 
battalions  of  a  replacement  unit  armed  with  Rueelan  7*5em  cannon*  and  with  no 

transport  of  Its  own*  The  only  reinforcement  received  was  a  battery  of  four 
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eimt. 

a«Bt)ral  Xr«at«  dtployvd  thu  'balk  of  hit  f«ro««  around,  tha  woftarn  fortl** 
flod  saliont*  On  tho  rl|;htt  th*  1010th  Saeorlty  Rogiaeiit  hold  tha  llna  foelng 
north  botwoon  tho  fovno  BliM;*  and  tha  MomIIo.  1b  tho  eontcr*  tho  HCO  School 
was  oproad  botweon  St.  Prlvat  and  Tornavlllo.  Tho  aroa  from  Vornoylllo  to 
the  rlyor  at  ia»-sar>*Koaollo  wao  hold  by  the  Offleor  Oandldato  Boflnont  to 
ohoD  tho  bulk  of  the  artillery  «aa  aoolgnod.^^ 

On  5  Septembor,  OB  boot  ootlaatod  that  thoro  was  tho  o(|alyaloat  of  four 
and  a  half  dlTloloao  ayallablo  for  tho  Moti^^ionvillo  ooctor.  They  wore 
pooltlonod  CB  tho  oaotom  bank,  oxeopt  for  tho  fortified  aallont  to  tho  voot 
of  Note.  The  dlylolono  voro  a  mixture  of  odd  battallono  and  "bumt^^t" 
roglmonto.  largely  without  Tohleloo*  heavy  weapono.  aad  armor.  Their  otate 
of  training  and  offleleney  varlod  eonolderably*  from  exeollont  to  terrible. 

However,  there  wae  a  front  of  unite,  ae  Oenoral  Walker* ■  men  were  to  dleeover 

2k 

when  they  resnaed  their  alvnnee. 
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(1)  Cllnate  and  Waatbar 

fha  plan  to  rtdtieo  tbo  fartraooas  af  Mats  vaa  daatlnad  to  bt  groatly 
altorad*  Ivan  bafora  it  vaa  laltlatad.  tbo  vaathar  bad  clian^iad  the  plan  nata*- 
riallf.  Steady  atutuan  ralna  blaakad  oat  the  mediae  and  heavy  air  bombardment 
that  vaa  aabaduled  to  aoftan  np  the  Mate  dafonaat*  Serving  to  axaaarbata  the 
already  tmfavorabla  altuatlon*  the  Meaalle  River  bagau  to  rlae  over  ita  ba.Ji.s 
and  fill  adjacent  flood  plalaa.  A  feint  had  to  be  aatabllahed  at  a  aeeoadar}' 
eroaaliii;  alte  at  Aekan^  beomiae  of  the  rlak  of  oroaalag  the  avellen  Meaelle 
at  Koenieemaober  a«  orlgiiially  planned*  Sue  to  the  extreme  floodlni;  along 
the  Moselle,  it  vaa  feared  that  th^  element  of  aurprlae  aaaoelated  vlth  the 
deception  plan  vaa  lost  beemise  of  the  necessity  to  eondnct  a  safe  river 
crossing  operation, 

iZ)  Terrain  (OGOKA) 

Cosrplrte  surprise  vas  impossible  to  achloTO  dxur  to  the  exeollently 
positioned  observation  posts  and  fields  of  fire  from  the  outer  ring  of  forte. 
Additionally,  Qeman  infantry  soldiers  vere  deployed  at  far  out  as  possible 
from  the  forts  thsnselvaa,^^ 

As  regards  cover  and  eoneealnent:  Across  from  the  90th  Infantry  Blvl- 

elon'u  crossing  area.  Fort  Koenigsmacher  and  the  ridge  line  of  Maglnot  fcrts 

eoaunanded  the  entire  crossing  area  said  provided  the  enemy  vith  excellent 

observation.  The  tactical  offset  of  the  area  of  operatlone  clearly  favored 

the  enemy.  The  terrain  virtually  dictated  the  effective  placement  of  ebeeiv* 

ration  poets  end  influenced  the  ability  of  the  Oemans  to  oxerclse  surveillance 

of  critical  areas  of  the  battlefield.  Typically,  the  Forest  of  Cattenom 

provided  an  aseembly  area  for  the  initial  river  eroaeing  operation  to  bo 
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•xaeut*d  V  tha  90th  iBfaAtry  OlYlalon*  Tha  are*  wm  looatad  on  the  farmard. 
•lopaa  of  tha  TOllay  hllla.  Batwaon  tha  foraat  and  Moaalla  Blrar,  tha  eronnd 
waa  devoid  of  cover  and  eonpletaly  under  direct  ohoarvatlon  fron  tha  ananjr 
held  hlffh  ffrennd  oaat  of  the  rtvar.  fhla  oboarvatlon  lulnarahlllty  prooptad 
tha  planning  of  tha  novament  Into  tha  foraat  and  tha  ouhoaquant  aaaoult  froa 
tha  ooodo  to  ooour  under  tha  cover  of  darknaat*  fha  natural  dafoneoo  of  tha 
city  uaro  formldahla.  fha  city  la  located  in  a  looping  hand  of  the  Meaello 
that  providaa  a  water  harrier  to  tha  north  and  waat«  and  a  trihutaryi  the 
Ball  la,  flowa  in  fron  tha  S<mth«  Stoop  hllla  on  three  aldoa  of  tha  city  fom 
a  ahallow  howl  further  enhanelng  tha  dafonaa  of  the  fortraaa*  Yarrow  and 
twlatlng  vallaya  dlaact  thla  howl  into  four  dlatlnet  dafonalva  aroata 

fha  Tort  Syaton 

Tha  first  eonplata  circle  of  forte  and  fortified  groups  that  afforded 
the  outer  dafanaa  of  Kota  eonslitad  of  15  poaltloMa  On  occupation  of  tha 
forta  in  19^0  hy  the  Garvant,  the  outer  ring  fort if  lent Iona  ware  Inprovad.  A 
nllltary  signal  canter  was  installed  at  Tort  St*  Quentin  eonnaeting  tbs  fortl** 
fled  groupsa  Actual  repair  lagged  as  a  result  of  Sornan  victorleta  The  forts 
of  Glrordln  and  Sion  wore  linked  by  tunnels  and  supported  hy  honkera,  plll^ 
boxes,  a7*D!ored  observation  posts,  heavily  reinforced  eaaanatas,  alneflelds 
and  a  trench  ayatan  that  extended  conplataly  around  the  craat  of  aoaa  of  the 
Dajer  hills  of  tha  city.  Two  210na  guns  ware  Installad  on  tha  woat  bank  of 
the  Moaalla  at  Tort  St*  Quentin  along  with  a  protective,  aodern,  revolving, 
armored  ohaervaticn  poat*  Several  105aM  Balf<-propalled  guns  and  antii»>tank 
guns  ware  also  Installed  in  the  area*  Concrate^'rslnforcod  cavea  dug  into  the 
side  of  the  hill  were  to  protect  the  roving  Belf»propollod  guns  when  the  guns 
were  net  in  use*  Xxtenslve,  deliberate  field  fortification  work  waa  also 
done  on  tha  rssialndar  af  the  12  forta*^^ 
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fb«  ■•eood  eoapltt*  outar  belt  of  28  forta  and  fortlflod  i;roupaf  located 
on  the  TiM  of  a  wheel  of  hllla  approximately  alx  allea  oat  free  the  hub  of  the 
elty  of  MetSt  was  eonpoaed  of  pemanent  fertlfloatlone*  The  forta  of  this 
grriup  were  eaaentially  fortified  artillery  poeltiona»  as  dlstini^uished  from 
tho  Inner  belt,  whose  forta  were  priaarily  used  as  infantry  stroi^spolats. 

There  were  no  planned  fields  of  fire  froa  the  forts  proper  for  direct  fire  of 
automatle  weapons*  Instead,  an  lnte3>-dcfenslve  system  of  fire  was  devised 
whereby  the  deep  aoata  that  surrounded  each  fert  or  fortified  group  were 
eovered  by  interlooklng  fieldo  of  automatle  flro  which  effeetlvoly  barred  any 
infantry  croealng*  The  Qeraan  infantry  poaitiona  proteetlng  these  highly 
fortified  artillery  positions  wsre  set  up  (lulte  a  dlatanee  out  froa  the  forts 
thsBsslTss  in  an  all«-around  sseurlty  design* 

To  prevent  high  velocity  direct  flro  weapono  froa  destroying  the  gun  ea>- 
plaeeaents,  the  Mets  forts  were  gsnsrally  underground  with  thslr  largo  eallbor 
guns  flrii^  txm  round,  revolving,  stool  turrets  that  protruded  above  ground 
level*  Undorgrounl  paeeagos  llsked  the  varloue  forts  so  that  eonatsx^battsry 
artillery  fire  wae  Ineffective  and  only  e  direct  hit  on  a  turret  by  an  earial 
bomb  of  1,000  pounds,  or  more,  would  silenet  the  poeitlon.  ittaeklag  in¬ 
fantry  on  one  fert  proved  ineffective*  The  Qeraan  defender  aerely  vent 

underground  while  the  attacking  Infantry  received  heavy  artillery  boabardaent 

27 

from  the  supporting  Osraan  forts  and  artillery  positions* 

lach  fortress  aceoaaodated  2,000  to  3,000  aen  along  with  a  crew  of  150 
to  200  non  for  each  battery*  The  eommanleatione  eyatem  was  excellent  and  was 
designed  to  provide  the  defenders  of  one  fort  with  diroet  ooanunieatlone  with 
other  forte  ae  well  as  indirect  eoBBunieatione  with  each  fort  via  a  central 
telephone  exchange  In  Meta* 

The  terrain  of  tho  Moselle  Blver  region  fome  one  of  tho  flnoet  natural 
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barrlert.  The  rlT»r*B  iwlft  weter*  exit  «  nattirAl  hreaetwork  of  abra];i  alepeo 
or  veotom  brnnki.  To  the  e&at  of  the  Moeello  the  banlce  ore  doBinatod  by 
hi.  ^  that  hare  been  cot  out.  of  the  land  by  tributary  atreaBa«  chiefly  the 
Sellla  and  Hied  JUTore.  Thron^hoat  the  entire  area,  the  bllle  and  rld^ee 
foraed  by  theae  rlTora  are  eteep  and  heavily  vooded*  Theae  faete  proved  that 
Met*  «a«  the  perfect  elte  far  fort 1 float lone  on  doalnatlne  terrain  foraed  by 
tho  convergence  of  these  rivers. 

The  iaposing  double  belt  of  forts  and  fortified  groups  that  ringed  the 
naburally  fortified  city  of  Nets  were  carefully  and  cleverly  eaplaeed  so  that 
full  defensive  advantage  of  the  doainatlne  terrain  could  be  utilised.  In  all. 
there  vers  h>3  fortified  areas  or  forts,  vlth  126  artillery  pieces  of  large 

caliber  eaplaeed  around  Nets.  These  were  exeluelve  of  the  Neglnot  Line  fortl*- 
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flcAtlous.  the  forte  around  Thlonvllle  and  the  Siegfried  Line. 

Fort  Guentrange  wae  northveet  of  Thlonvllle  and  vaa  occupied  by  the  90th 
Infantry  Division  in  Its  Septeaber  svoep  oast  to  the  Noeelle  hlver.  After  the 
ettaefc.  It  was  vacated  and  left  in  good  eoaditloD  by  the  Genume  retiring  eaet 
of  the  Moselle.  Its  eight  lOOan  French  gune,  now  Banned  by  tho  cannoneers 
froB  XX  Corps  Artillery,  later  played  an  laportant  part  In  tho  aesavlt  against 
the  Mets  fortified  reglon,^^ 

The  terrain  along  with  the  Qeraan  held  forte  on  hl^  ridge  llnee  and  hill 
tops  forced  the  infantry  and  araor  of  the  XX  Corps  to  canallso  their  attacks 
between  ridge  lines  of  hilly  and  heavily  wooded  terrain, 

K  COMPARISON  OF  OPPOSliq  FOECiS 
Strength  and  OogpocAtiOA 

U.S.  Forces  consisted  of  eloaents  of  the  Third  U.S.  Army,  coamandod  by 
LTO  (leorge  S.  Patton,  Jr.,  and  supportod  by  eloaents  of  the  XIX  Tactical  Air 
Connaad.  The  battle  on  the  ground  was  fought  by  men  of  two  of  the  Third 
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ArayU  oorps,  (Map  A,  Yhlrd  U.S,  Army  Sltuatiaa). 

Tka  XX  Corps I  In  ths  north*  eonaanlsd  by  MO  Walkor*  eontrlbutsd  ths 
units  Ohs  did  ths  balk  of  ths  fl#;htlne  for  ths  final  rodaetlon  of  Mats*  In 
ths  far  north*  VF  folk  and  ths  83d  Infantry  Dlrlslon  hold  dofonslm  post* 
tlotts*  tho  90th  Infantry  Olvlsloa*  ooaaandod  by  NO  Jaass  A*  VanFlsot,  was 
assonblsd  vast  of  ths  Nosslla  Blror  for  an  Intandad  anelrelaaent  frsa  ths 
north*  Tho  10th  Araor  Dlrlslon  was  posltlonsd  to  braakoat  to  ths  rsar  of 
Mats*  ffha  95th  Dlrlslon*  ooaaaadad  by  MO  H*  L*  Twaddla*  dlraetly  opposad  ths 
city  of  Nats*  Ths  5th  Infantry  Dlrlslon*  eoissandad  by  MO  W*  H.  H*  Norris  was 
posltlonsd  south  of  Mots  to  anelrola  froa  that  flank.  Additionally*  TP  Baoon* 
eonaandod  by  OOL  R«  L*  Baoon  and  eoaprlood  of  95th  Dlrlslon  units*  was  fomad 
after  ths  Initial  rlrar  oroaslii£S  In  ths  north*  The  3d  Oaralry  Raelaent  also 
played  a  aajor  role  la  eaabat  and  In  the  Corps*  daeaptlon  sehanas  prior  to 
the  battle* 

The  XII  Corps*  in  the  south*  was  eoamandad  by  NO  Nanton  S*  Xddy.  Iddy*s 
forces  had  foai;ht  wall  to  i;ain  tholr  Initial  positions  aloair  the  Mosallo 
Rlrar*  but  their  participation  in  the  aotual  reduction  of  Mats  was  llnltad* 
They  ware  poised  to  braakoat  to  ebjaotiros  along  ths  Soar  Rlrsr  and  fhrthar 
east  on  the  Na^'lnot  Lina  and  the  VostWall*  Major  corps  units  wars  the  4th  and 
6th  Amor  Dlrlslons  asd  the  26th*  35th  and  80th  Infantry  Dlrlslons* 

Opposing  forces  for  the  Nats  battle  eonslstad  of  sleaants  of  the  XXXXll 
Corps  of  the  Tlrst  (Oeraan)  Amy*  The  462d  Volleagronedler  (VC)  Dlrlslon  o»> 
eupled  the  city  Itself*  while  the  4l6  VO  Dlrlslon*  19tb  TO  Dlrlslon*  and  the 
1010th  Security  legtaent  held  the  lines  to  the  north*  In  the  south  22d  7ox^ 
tress  Regiasnt  and  the  462d  Tuelller  Battalion  held  the  linee  with  the  17tb 
SS  Ranger  Orenadler  Dlrlaion  to  the  rear  in  the  aouth*  While  the  Alliee 
poiseosed  air  superiority  during  the  battle*  Halted  Luftwaffe  support  la  the 
way  of  reconnaissance  was  reesirsd* 
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THIRD  ARMY 
THE  NOVEMBER  OFFENSIVE 
e  Novtmbar  -  2  Dacembar  1944 

T  ■  1 1 1  Front  uni.  ivinino  7  Novimsir 
l:::-H>ENeiReLfNtNT  o»  MiTii  txi«  or  attack 
““■““Front  lini,  cvcnino  19  NovtMetR 
"■  Front  linc.  cvinino  2  DeetMotR 


Ua  7orc«a: 

Ordor  of  Bkttloi  ComrpooUlon: 
WHIKD  U*S,  ABMY 


|>  O  0 


XX  Oorpo 

5tH  Inf  Dlf 
2d  Inf  Host 
10th  Inf  Bogt 
11th  Inf  Bogt 

90th  Inf  Dlv 

357  Inf  Rogt 

358  Inf  Rogt 

359  Inf  Rogt 

95th  Inf  DIt 

377  inf  Bogt 

378  Inf  R«gt 

379  Inf  Rogt 
Tf  Bacon 


XI T  Cor  pi 

26th  Inf  Mt 

lOlat  Inf  Bogt 
104th  Inf  Bagt 
328th  Inf  Rngt 

35th  tnf  DIt 

134th  Tnf  Rogt 
137th  tnf  Bngt 
320th  Inf  Bngt 

80th  Inf  Mt 

317th  Tnf  Hogt 
3X8th  Inf  Bogt 
319th  Inf  Rogt 


7th  Araor  Dir 
ecA 
OCB 
COS 

10th  Amor  OIy 
OCA 
OOB 

OCB 

3d  Cav  Cip 
6th  Oav  Op 
1103d  Cht  Bngr  Op 
1139th  Cht  Bngr  Op 
5th  Bangor  Bn 


4th  Amor  Bitr 
CCA 
CCB 
OOB 

6th  Arwor  BIt 
CCA 
CCB 
OCR 

2d  Oav  Op 
106ih  Car  Op 
1117th  Cht  »ngr  Op 
1135th  Cht  BrvTT  Op 


QTOMMi  omm  or  wmit 

COHPOSITIOM 


LXm  i  CORPS 

19TH  VOLKS  (mXKAmXR  DIV. 

416TO  DIV, 

462  VOLKS  CKmAOXXR  SIV, 

25¥B  PAKZSR  OKlIIASIliR  mV. 

1069H  PmBt  BOB 

17TH  SS  PABZBR  OBINADIBI  OXV. 
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Teehnolo^  of  tho  oppotia^  forc««  was  fairly  avenly  aatohod,  Lar,^ 
vaapona  ayatons  did  not  play  a  major  role,  for  tha  l»ttla  waa  fought  moatly 
hy  infantry  unit a  or  on  a  aaall  unit  haala* 

TJ.S.  ?oreaa  had  haan  unplaaaantly  turpriaed  by  the  Mata  araa  fortraaa 
defenaaa  during  tha  Septeabar  battlaa*  They  had  atrluiKl  for  an  iKprovooeut 
in  their  rluar  erosalng  aethads  and  fortraaa  reduction  teehniques  in  the 
intorla  period.  Plana  and  blueprints  of  the  forts  were  finally  tuppllad  to 
U.R.  foreaa  and  aaalatad  in  an  tmleratandiBg  of  the  eonatruetion  and  oonnaa<» 
tirlty  of  the  atrongpointa. 

During  the  October  lull,  Oeraaa  Torcea  had  aade  aoae  iaproTananta  to  the 
fortlfleatlona.  they  had  atoppad  well  abort  of  raal  iaproveaent  and  many 
forts  wara  uiunauined  or  undemannad  and  aewerad  iaportant  gun  poaitloaa  waro 
inoparatiwe,  the  eaatem  aeotor  waa  aapeeially  dafleiant  in  repair, 

HeTerthalaaa,  U.S,  Poreea  in  the  third  krmy  waro  faead  with  a  formidable 
obatacla  Which  would  hare  to  be  cleared  fort  by  fort,  building  by  building, 

A  large  clrlllan  population  In  Mata  praelndad  on  both  a  polltioal  and  aorala 
baala  tha  uaa  of  hoary  bombing,  although  thla  type  of  boabing  had  prored  um* 
auccaaaful  agalnat  the  Meta  fort if Icat Iona.  Tho  large  clrlllan  population 
also  prorilod  TTI  forces  to  the  All  lea  and  ayorpathl  iters  and  fifth  eolunnlsta 
to  the  Qemans, 

,k2gUUg>l  gy,f^ 

"All  through  Augurtt  General  Pattoota  determination  to  orarride  armry 
absiaela  and  eontirraa  to  adrance  had  ao  inspired  hie  aniy  that  It  had  rtolatod 
with  Impunity  many  an  accepted  taotteal  or  logistical  dlettta  and  had  aurpaaaed 
the  most  san^pilne  ;^xpaetatlons  of  auecaas.  The  total  Impact  of  thoaa  auo- 
eaaaos  oould  net  but  disrupt  a  ayataa  of  aupply  based  on  tho  axpeetatlon  of  a 


rore  graduAl  and  aTenly  paced  advance  aoroea  franca 
Logiatlcal  RcmlraflcatM 

U.S.  ->•  !rhe  TJaS*  forces  needed  fuel  and  artillery:  2«n00  tons  of  amiito» 
nit Ion  per  day;  20,000  shells  per  day;  rifles;  antitank  guns;  rifles;  tires; 
naintenaneo  parta{  hrldge  crossing  «<ttiipment;  explosives!  fortification 
aoxmtiag  equipaent;  rivar  orosalag  o^ipaent;  and  mt  viator  tot  ia,  blankets, 
warm  clothing  and  shoes,  Tital  spare  parts  wore  alssing  and  naps  were  sorely 
needed, 

Oeraane  -»•  fbo  Oamans  nainly  neaded  antitank  waapona,  artillery,  gasoline, 
tanka,  aantanltion,  rations  and  potable  water,  and  eoncreta  and  etael  to  rein-> 
force  their  fortifications,^^ 

Availability  of  Classes  of  awmly 

U,S*  At  the  outset  jo  supplies  wore  readily  available.  The  danand  for 
fuel  had  ground  the  Third  Aray  to  a  eoaplete  halt.  The  fifth  Infantry  Dlvi«- 
slon  had  only  2,000  gallons  of  fuel  of  which  half  was  needed  Just  for 
cooking, 

Maps  were  not  available  since  the  planners  had  not  anticipated  the  need 
so  quickly.  Therefore,  there  waa  no  idea  of  the  type,  design  or  actual  sitae 
of  the  forte,  let  alone  the  inside  fortifications,^ 

By  20  Septeaber  there  was  a  chronic  shortage  of  artillery  ammanitlon:  7 

routids  per  gtm  for  I55*a  and  about  the  sane  for  105*b,  Water  wsui  getting 

short  and  annunitlOB  began  to  run  oat.  Bo  vehicles  had  been  able  to  cross 

the  river  even  up  to  12  Boveaber;  therefore,  no  bangalore  torpedoes  and  ongi- 

neer  oquipsent  nomally  nsoded  for  tackling  forts  wore  available.  The  desired 

artillery  expenditure  of  6o  rounds  per  weapon  per  day  had  been  reduced  to 

rOttBdt  per  day  —  a  grand  total  of  553  rounds  for  the  entire  Third  Arpy,^^ 

It  was  mainly  due  to  the  lack  of  auauultion  that  the  initial  ascsult  on  Mots 
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had  to  h«  called  off. 

teeoliae  was  368. 000  gallons  short  on  30  Auguet  19^  end  had  there  not 
been  a  lull  In  fighting  during  the  nonth  of  October  to  build  up  aupplles.  the 
Hovenber  offenelTo  eould  not  haro  begun. 

By  Noreaber  the  eritieal  needs  vere  eiqploslTes  and  fuels.  The  weather 
Bade  It  Impossible  to  bridge  the  rlwsr  and  any  supplies  brooght  up  to  the 
fort  had  to  be  hand  carrier  aerosa  by  englneare  and  Infantry  alrandy  heawy 
laden  with  their  normal  battle  equlpaeint*  personal  weapons  and  nnmunltioa. 

After  the  second  fall  day  of  fighting  in  November*  still  no  tanks  or 
tank  deatroyere  had  aade  it  to  the  east  bank,  so  the  only  support  was  fPon 
artillery  working  in  mud  up  to  their  ksoe  and  firing  around  tho  clock. 

Oermana  m-  Nest  of  the  ferts  lacked  usable  gunsi  easnmltlon  and  fire 
control  apparatus.  Only  Port  X>rlaat  had  Its  fined  batteries  functioning  by 
6  Septeaber.  They  alee  found  probleae  with  a  lack  of  barbed  wire  and  mlnse. 
Apart  from  personal  weapons  and  a  few  aortare*  flrapower  at  Pert  8t.  Qneutln 
eonalsted  only  of  two  heavy  Infantry  hewltzere.  The  two  SOmm  mortars  were 
out  of  ammuAltion.^^ 

Due  to  the  nood  of  building  up  for  the  later  Ardenuee*s  offensive,  tbs 
forces  at  Mots  had  a  low  fill  priority  and  ware  very  low  in  aeeanlt  guns  and 
tank  dostroyors.  Surlng  the  October  lull,  only  one  and  one  half  routsle  per 
gun  per  day  were  nade  available. 

Artillery  reglnents  were  in  fairly  good  shapo,  although  the  number  of 
field  please  was  generally  well  below  the  complement  of  the  AmeriesMii  division 
artillery.  The  17th  SS  Division  was  lacking  meet  ef  ita  tanks  and  aenanlt 
guns. 

By  21  Hovembor,  food  was  in  short  eui^ply  as  was  water.  Ploally,  a  combi** 

nation  of  the  lack  ef  both  Items  foraed  them  to  give  In.  As  Oolonel  Vegol  had 
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•mid,  b«  r<>f«is«d  to  Korrondor  until  ftreed  to  do  so  or  by  hKTla^  hli  food  or 
■mmanltlon  ran  oat*^^ 


At  tho  Inltlml  phmto  In  Soptombor  the  gromtoat  dlfflooltloa  were  with 
the  Third  Amy*  Ra'/ine  oatrun  the  lines  of  coBuminiemtlon  which  astondod  mil 
the  way  book  to  Horaaady,  Since  no  elooor  porta  had  boon  opened,  m»l  roeole^ 
In^  third  priority,  elnee  the  main  effort  wmo  going  to  Montgonory  In  tho  north 
and  etoekplllng  to  support  Narket'-Oarden,  the  Third  Army  was  in  dire  straits. 
With  no  knowlodgo  of  the  fort 1 float lone  and  Inadequate  artillery  mTallablo, 
coupled  with  the  ad verso  weather  which  prevented  adequate  air  support  anl  aado 
the  river  lapaesable  as  well  as  eauslng  any  logistical  support  to  bo  owallowod 
In  a  quagmlro,  the  llkollhood  of  suocoaa  in  Soptsmbar  waa  poor  to  none*  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Qormans  In  the  fortlfleatlons  faced  a  such  better  position. 
Oe spite  their  shortages  the  prosenes  of  elite  troops,  moral  and  physical 
strength  derived  from  eteel  and  concrete,  even  in  outdated  fort If ieat Iona  and 
the  poseaeslon  of  ground  that  favored  the  defender  ware  factors  which  greatly 
ewung  to  the  elde  of  the  German  foreae  at  the  outset  of  eenfllcte  in  September. 

Additionally,  tralne  etlll  ran  In  to  Nets  until  17  November.  Deepits 
the  slow  reeupply  to  them  due  to  the  priority  fill  going  to  tho  anticipated 
Arlennet  offenttive,the  llnee  of  oonsunlcation  favored  the  Germane. 

Bridging  equipment  and  heavy  engineer  etoree  for  the  Third  Army  wore 
ecattered  in  trucke  that  had  run  dry  along  the  line  of  advance.  Bridging 
tralne  were  not  moved  up  until  6  Soptembor.^®  l^e  to  the  lack  of  fuel, 
ammunition  could  not  bo  moved  up  and  the  appalling  weather  only  eompoundod 
the  problem  while  tho  opponents  were  generally  warm  and  snog  in  their  perma¬ 
nent  emplacemente. 

The  Gemane  were  given  little  aid  elnee  men  and  material  were  being 
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•taant»d  to  th«  north  for  tho  cT*nt  ooaiitoroffonolro.  A«  o  anttor  of  foot* 
B«3ek  eonaontod*  **1  hsro  noror  eowaondod  ouch  Jnahlod  up  and  hadljr  oqulppod 
troopo.''^^  Of  OQuroo  thlo  eosMont  eaao  Juat  prior  to  tho  U.S.  najor  thrust 
in  KoTsahor  aftor  Hots  had  hosn  forood  to  rolliMiulsh  tho  "olito*  troops  and 
was  being  refilled  with  troops  haring  as  little  as  one  weokis  training  aad 
reooirlBg  a  low  fill  priority  for  aras  and  aaaunltlon*  Hoadreds  of  train 
loads  were  diverted  to  support  the  buildup  for  the  Ardennes  offensive •  Dnr»" 
ing  the  October  lull*  proper  stops  had  not  been  taken  to  ensure  an  adoiiuate 
supply  for  Mots*  Oonsoquently,  as  tho  Noveabar  attack  bsgani  they  only  bad 
enough  food  avallablo  for  2  days*  Orouad  resupply  had  a«t  ths  Intardistlng 
power  of  our  air  foreo,  and  by  17  Koveabsr  the  trains  wars  cut  off.  Tbs 
attsapts  to  resupply  by  air  failed  to  eosneot  when  the  very  Itea  needed  for 
Identification  (flares)  was  part  of  ths  erltlesl  shortags.^ 

The  Aaerlcaa  plan  had  boon  to  build  snail  rs servos  by  the  first  of  Hovois* 
ber.  Market  Oardcn  denied  logistical  support  for  tho  Third  Aray  aad  ths  basis 
method  of  delivery  for  all  supplies  sad  e(|ulisaent  was  using  tbs  Rsd  Ball  s»- 
press  in  which  it  took  throe  trucks  for  every  single  trip  to  the  front* 

Patton*  0  asln  aoans  of  obtaining  supplies  aad  squipasnt  was  by  uslag  tbs  "Rook 
Soup*'  aethod;  asking  for  bits  and  pieoss  and  uslag  it  up  so  he  would  fares  the 
hand  of  his  superiors  In  providing  his  asrs*  They  were  able  to  eonfiseate  a 
large  store  of  Argentine  beef  and  fu«.l*  Though  lew  grade,  It  was  enough  to 
push  ahead  for  a  few  days* 

With  no  rail  available*  ports  hundreds  of  miles  away,  no  forward  loglstl** 
cal  support  points*  eonfiseation*  austerity  and  use  of  the  resupply  trucks 
were  the  primary  means  for  U*S.  proeuroment.  In  November*  air  resupply  de» 
llvorsd  1300  K«*ratlonS(  46*000  rounds  of  *50  calibre  animunltion  and  medical 
supplies*  Air  resupply  eontlmed  to  be  a  major  resource  throxighout  ths 


eonfllot.  It  vat  not  uatll  18  VovAabar  that  thn  first  suppliss  vara  broui^ht 
in  bj  road  and  laadla«;  atripa  vara  alaarad  asd  ahla  to  avaeviato  tha  aara 
aarloaaljr  woondad.  Larga  atoeka  of  an^lnaor  acptlpaant  and  spaalal  arojipliaa 
for  doallag  vlth  fortiflaatloBa  vara  ballt  up  during  tha  Oetobar  lull,^^ 

Slnca  hath  tha  fhlrd  U.S*  Army  aal  tha  flrat  Uaraan  Army  vara  glvan  a 
rathar  low  prior Ity^  traaaportation  was  laadatiuata  to  aupport  althar.  Tha 
Bed  Ball  eapraaa  tranaportad  ibial  aad  auppliaa  froa  supply  duapa  near  tha  lis* 
▼aaion  baaohas  and  porta.  HovoTort  their  inoraaaingly  longer  trips  daeraasad 
the  aaotmt  of  fuel  that  eould  bo  brought  to  the  eoabat  units.  Bail  llaaa 
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vara  not  eponad  to  Meta  until  iMteaabar. 

Veathar  had  a  signifloant  lapaet  on  both  foraaa*  slowing  tha  trannpart 
for  the  U.S.  and  oausing  tieknaaa  for  tha  heroes  which  were  used  to  draw  ouch 
of  tha  forward  field  artillery  to  be  tuiad  by  the  Oamaas. 

At  close  range  during  the  final  reduction  of  Mats  in  MoTonber,  U.S. 
efforts  to  oonstruot  rafts  to  cross  tha  river  were  frustrated  and  evarturaad, 
dxunping  contents  into  the  river.  The  first  bridge  was  not  oonpleted  until 
12  Movenber.  thus  enabling  the  headquarters  and  aedlcal  facilities  to  aeve 
into  7srt  Tuts.  Two  platoons  of  tank  destroyers  and  a  number  of  aatl*>ta&k 
guns  crossed  to  the  east  bank,  and  carrying  parties  brought  over  the  aach 
needed  explosives  suid  desolltion  equipasent.  Up  until  this  tine,  however, 
transportation  was  totally  inadequate. 

Trainloads  ef  assorted  gone,  mainly  Italian  "beoty,"  ware  brought  in  te 
the  Oernans  on  15  Hevember.  Anenuiition.  however,  was  scarce.  Motor  tractors 
wore  virtually  nonexistent  and  there  was  a  grave  shortage  ef  horses.  Due  to 
the  lack  of  transportation  the  Ctersusns  lacked  artillery,  smtitank  weapons* 

water  and  were  dawn  to  only  16  days  ef  rations  by  mid  Mevanber.  Bread. 
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potatoat,  salt  ami  eoffa*  war*  aearaa* 


L-iiJiva*! 


Tha  thaatar  waa  virtually  davald  •t  airflalAa*  Olaaa  part  faailitlaa 
wera  not  avallabla  amt  ouppllaa  had  to  ha  ahlppad  ovor  land  froa  tha  initial 
beaohaa  at  porta  at  Homaady*  dlllad  atrategy  eallad  far  a  halt  on  tha  Salna 
to  Wild  up  ataeka,  follawad  hy  a  ayataaatla  advanoa,  Tha  apaetaoular 
aueeaaa  of  the  Third  Iraiy  eeuld  not  ha  kept  up  vlthi  and  aueoaaa  of  alllad 
tactical  hoahera  had  aaaahad  tha  railway  network. 

The  rapid  advanca  of  armored  ooluana  aaant  that  tha  burden  thrown  on  air^ 
field  conatruetion  ageneiaa  waa  much  graatar  than  tha  oapaoltiaa  of  the 
organ! eat  Iona  whieh  had  haan  aat  up.  Opening  a  port  at  Antwerp  waa  tha  main 
order  of  the  day  and  oonaldarad  to  be  the  only  way  to  aupport  tha  drive  to¬ 
ward  the  Rhine.  Only  tha  port  at  Cherbourg  waa  functioning.  Sraat*  Calaia 
and  r>ankirk  ware  atlll  la  Caman  haada.  I%aplta  the  opening  of  Antwarpi  it 
could  not  help  the  eaatward  move  of  the  Third  Army  through  the  Lorraina.^^ 

By  5  November  auppliea  of  gaoollne  and  ratlona  wero  in  sound  condition 
due  primarily  to  the  opening  of  new  railheada  directly  behind  the  front  line, 
Wt  tiraa  and  dleael  fuel  ware  atlll  in  abort  supply.  The  potroleua  pipeline 
opened  to  Alomon  waa  aome  help,  but  it  could  handle  only  relatively  small 
amountt. 


Onco  again  due  to  the  combination  of  low  priority  for  combat  aorvlca 

support,  rapid  movement  of  the  combat  forcoc.  inability  to  provide  fuel. 

direction  of  effort  toward  tha  north,  and  finally  the  destruction  of  rail 

lines  and  the  worriaoma  weather  ooaplote  with  Ita  kneo-daep  mud  and  flooding 

rivers,  there  was  no  way  the  battlefield  evacuation  and  salvage  syetem  could 

work.  Virtually  no  vehlulee  were  returned  for  salvage  and  only  patients 
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In  send  of  hoot)ltollK«tlon  voro  ablo  to  bo  oTooo&tod  tmtll  Into 
in  Rotombor  during  tho  flnoi  roduatlon  of  Netn*  Until  then  thoro  were  a 

kg 

nunber  of  reporto  of  the  dead  and  wounded  being  piled  up. 

moamiCT 

With  the  poor  etate  of  ewen  the  aoet  baele  logietioal  lupport.  naintenanee 
Bupport  waa  virtually  nonexietent.  Any  vehicle  that  broke  down  waa  ruthleaaly 
bulldoaed  off  the  road.  Vehlolea  were  in  urgent  need  of  repair,  oaaualtiea 
had  to  be  replaced,  and  equipment  overhauled  long  before  euch  aervioea  were 
available.^^ 

By  1  September*  the  main  foroe  of  the  Third  U.8.  Anay*n  XX  Corpa  had  run 
out  of  gaaoline  at  Terdun.  If  tliey  had  had  fuel,  the  XX  Corpa  would  have 
puahed  on  to  Meta.  and.  probably  would  have  aealed  it  off  with  a  regimental 
aise  force  and  continued  to  puah  on  to  the  Bhine.  Aa  it  waa  the  delay  in 
receiving  fuel  allowed  the  Germane  to  reinforce  Meta  and  theraby  repulae  the 
first  attempt  to  attack  in  early  September.  Inexperience  in  attacking  fortl^ 
fled  poeitlone  aul  lack  of  adoquato  air  eupport  were  probably  the  primary 
reaoone  for  the  initial  lack  of  eveeeea  of  the  American  foreee.  However, 
the  caliber  and  training  of  the  young  offieere*>in-*training  at  Meta  ware  a 
formidable  obataele. 

With  the  aupply  prior Itiea  geared  to  a  broad  front  and  flrat  priority 

going  to  Montgomery  and  the  Plrat  Army,  along  with  inatmctlona  that  no  aora 

aggreeaive  action  bo  permitted  beyond  what  the  maintenance  eltuatioa  would 

eupport  after  the  full  requiremente  Of  the  main  effort  had  been  met.  the  Third 

<0 

Army  drive  forward  had  little  chance  for  eucooee.^ 

The  shortage  of  fuel  stopped  the  advance.  The  ehortage  of  artillery  and 

air  support  blunted  the  aucceee  of  the  attack  aa  did  the  absence  of  mapa  aM 
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•p«ol«l  Mttrlalt  iM«d«d  to  OToreono  fortifloationo*  Look  of  hoaiy  tirld<;iivs 
•OulT«ozit  ond.  a)>lllty  to  oroti  tho  twollon  rlror  noAo  It  Yirtually  Inpooollilo 
to  oeconpllah  tbo  laltlal  Moanlt  os  Moti*  fho  Oetobor  lull  proridod  on  op» 
portuntty  to  ooko  up  for  thooo  and  othor  ahortooBliigo*  thnroby^  naklne  it 
pooolkle  to  AueoeotfUlly  dofoat  tbo  Oormano  at  Noti  la  MoToabor. 

On  tho  othor  hand*  had  tho  Ooraano  had  tho  propor  priority  la  poroonnol 
and  lof^lotioo]  support  a«  woll  ao  Ivprovod  tho  fortification  aoootot  thoy 
could  Tory  likoly  haro  ropulood  tho  Third  Army  advaneo.  Ao  it  wao*  they  did 
not  have  tho  priority  or  the  lo^^lotioal  support  and  flnolly*  duo  to  a  lack 
of  artillery  and  anti»«nior  oapahlllty»  eouplod  with  tho  soallne  off  of  tholr 
lines  of  eoBMunleatlont  they  wore  forced  to  surrender* 


U.S*  Foroos  were  woll  organlxod  for  tho  Motr.  hattlo*  The  eosasanders  and 
staffs  bad  bssn  preparing  for  the  final  reduction  slaoo  the  Septeaber  battles* 
A  rsollgzuMnt  of  forces  had  posltlonsd  the  Infantry  dlTlslons  against  Nets 
while  the  Araor  units  wsrs  poised  to  exploit  to  both  the  north  and  the  eouth* 
Additional  engineer  support  had  boon  posltlonsd  for  the  rlwer  croselnge  and 
englneore  and  Infantry  were  trained  and  organised  to  reduce  the  fortifications 
with  explonlYss* 

Cominanleatlone  were  generally  catlofaetoryt  although  deficiencies  existed 
on  both  tides.  U.8«  wire  coamunlcatlons  were  frequontly  Interrupted  by  enoay 
shelling  and  the  destruction  Of  one  bridge  esrerod  eoaaorolal  cirenite  acrocs 
the  Moselle*  a  lack  of  eonaanlcatloas  for  command  pronpted  the  foraation  of 
TF  Bacon  on  the  east  side  of  tho  Moselle  early  la  the  battle. 

The  aermaaff  relied,  prlaarlly  on  wire  within  the  protection  of  the  fortress 

syetea*  Destruction  of  this  system  was  aocoapllshed  only  by  ellalnatlag  the 

eODunanlcatlone  centers  scattered  through  the  fortresses*  Many  eneno'  units 
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fou«;ht  on  without  oonnunlciitlont* 


Coanand  of  tho  Gomui  forett  wm  fair*  hut  wai  bauperad  hy  a  lack  of 
plaimlii4S  oad  uneartalnty  of  tho  fortroaa*  alaaloa.  Mditlonallyt  aainy  a»- 
parlonood  offleora  and  VCOU  froa  tho  tmlta  within  Mato  had  boon  raaa«i|;:nod 
during  the  Oetobor  lull*  ITot  until  one  day  bofora  tho  U*8*  offantlTO  waa  it 
deeidod  by  the  Oamaa  high  eoMnand  to  hold  the  elty*  laTorthalaaa*  Oanaral 
Baloh*  eoanandlng  tha  Ooraan  Corpa*  had  foraaaen  the  aaerifloa  of  Mots,  Ha 
had  therofora  not  eoaaittod  hi a  proeloua  tanka  or  aaaault  gone  to  the  city* 
When  the  daolaion  to  bold  tha  city  waa  finally  aada*  tharo  waa  not  tiao  to 
rain force  with  aon  and  aqulpawnt  and  tha  eoaaandara  wore  left  to  fight  with 
what  they  had  on  hand*  To  add  to  tha  eanfoalon*  Oanaral  Luobba*  eonaandlag 
tha  Matt  Fortraaet  auf farad  a  atroka.  Ha  waa  replaced  on  14  Haraabar  bj 
Oenoral  Kit tel,  who  had  foraarly  coanaodad  tha  49th  VO  Olvialon* 
gOO!ERlH»  AJO  TRAIKIMO 

Tha  loaaea  auffarad  by  Third  Aray  unite  during  tha  Septanbar  battlaa  had 

eauaed  a  rethinking  in  tactica  and  training  during  tho  October  Itill  in  tha 

battle*  Thia  break  In  tha  fighting  allowed  t7*S,  unite  to  efficiently  train 

unite  which  had  to  undergo  major  raplaeanent  and  recone tltutlon  oparationa* 

Superior  U*S*  peraonnal  atrangth  allowed  unite  to  bo  rotated  to  tho  roar 

for  root  and  training.  XX  Corpo  condnetod  eouraoa  on  Tloatlng  Bailey  brldgoo, 

rlTor  croooingy  oxploalTOOr  fortroeo  reduction,  and  houoo»>top*houao  fighting 

inmadlatoly  proeodlng  the  Hov'enber  offeneive.  Botating  unite  to  the  fkont 

again  allowed  green  troopa  to  experience  eaiibat  before  the  aetuatl  jTuapeff* 

(^eraan  yorcea  were  not  aa  lucky*  Although  they  outmuabercd  t7*S*  Toreee 

in  number  of  unite,  their  atrangth  and  training  wore  wall  down,  Oppoalng  U*S* 

Torcoa  kept  up  patrolling  and  artillery,  thua  preventing  major  reet  or  retiw> 

tion  operationa*  Good  training  waa  haapered  by  a  lack  of  aklllad  leadera  and 
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•uppliet.  Whll«  U«8*  Voreea  had  Introdueed  two  now  diTitlona  into  tha  Mati 
mrAii  dnrlDK  Octator*  tha  Oantana  haid  aatnnlly  aXlawod  their  dafanalwa  aoa- 
dltlon  to  ^raralj  datarlorata. 

Like  U.S«  Fareea«  tha  Oaroana  had  auffarad  tranandona  aaaualtlea  during 
the  Septanbar  fighting,  Thaj,  howavar,  vara  hanperad  In  reeonatltntlon  by  a 
aevere  lack  af  aanpowar.  Orarail  In  Mata»  (teman  Taraaa  wara  down  to  14,000» 
while  tha  462d  YO  Dlolaion  waa  down  to  lean  than  7t000«  Baaant  roplaaamenta 
ware  OToraga  and  poorly  trained*  and  the  lack  of  good  leadara  fturther  hlndarad 
additional  training.  Tha  4l6  VO  Olvlalon  and  tha  19th  VO  Divlalon  wara  both 
under  atrength  and  tindartralned  with  aaay  naw  replaaaaanta.  Only  tha  17th  SS 
Pansar  l>lrl8lon  and  the  25th  Paniar  Oranadiar  Olviaion  wara  i^ood  fighting 
unlta*  and  both  ware  puahed  eaat  aa  Neti  waa  aquaatad  off* 

Deception  played  a  major  role  lamedlataly  prior  to  the  offanalya.  XX 
Carpa*  raloeatlott  Of  tha  90th  Dirlaion  to  aa  aaaanbly  area  in  tha  narthem 
sector  prior  to  the  battle  was  a  sueeeasful  larga»tcala  daeeptlon  oparation. 
Duany  guns  and  rubber  dummies  wore  left  on  the  line  along  with  Halted  real 
weapons  and  men.  SoumMLeaaptlon  units  proTided  realism*  said  falsa  radio 
traffic  was  proe^ided.  From  their  assembly  arena*  90th  Division  units  conducted 
raeons  of  their  river  crossing  sites  with  falsa  vehlala  bumper  markings  and 
borrowed  shoulder  Insignia*  This  aompllcated  acheaa*  which  ralocatad  an 
entire  division  Just  a  fsw  miles  from  the  Germans*  was  sffeetlva  and  achievsd 
surprlss  during  tbs  subsequent  at tank* 
iMmLicaaicg 

The  U*8*  AnBy*s  %.  Cavalry  Squadron  conducted  the  initial  ground  rece»- 
nalesanee  to  the  oaet  and  northeast  in  the  dlrsctlon  of  Mots  and  Thlonvllla* 
Observation  posts  were  established  overlooking  the  Noeelle  Hiver  eight  milee 
from  Nets*  These  reconnaissance  eleaente  obtained  information  that  the 
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Q«rMUM  w«r«  hastily  oreanlsliv;  to  dofond  Nets  and  th«  Mastllo  KiTor  I«1m» 

Ths  fsrtross  systaii  arouad  Mots  was  to  ho  usod  as  tho  basis  for  this  dofoaso, 
and  tho  loss  of  Mots  to  tho  adwanclag  Aaorloan  Foroo  was  to  bo  prorontod*  9o 
th*  north  of  Mots  Goraan  Torsos  woro  oboorwod  sotting  up  a  dofonsiwo  serosa 
wost  Of  tho  Mosollo  In  tho  Thlonrlllo  area* 

Vuaorous  dioorganisod  Goman  uaitst  aftor  falling  back  in  confusion  froa 
the  XX.  Corps  offeneiwo,  wore  oboorwod  withdrawing  towards  Mots  as  a  rallying 
point. 

Vhero  was  a  pomanont  Goman  garrison,  tho  462d  Mobilisation  Slwlslon. 

It  eonslstod  of  an  of floor  eandldato  sehool,  Bogiaont  ?I,  a  auabor  of  battal^ 
ions  of  tho  Stollung  typo  inoorporatod  Into  a  roglaontal  orgaalsatloa,  and 
the  1010th  Security  logiaent,  roanants  of  which  had  fallen  back  on  tho  city 
aftor  their  prerlous  stand  on  the  Seino  River.  This  unit  was  aannlng  statlo 
defensos  In  Mots.  The  17tb  SS  Pansor  Grenadier  Division,  which  had  fallen 
back  froa  positions  in  the  vlelnlty  of  Z9AII,  was  assigned  the  dofonso  of  tho 
none  southwest  of  Mots.  In  the  Thlonvlllo  sector,  on  tho  north,  tho  559th 
Infantry  Divloion  was  aobilleod  to  dofond  tho  Mosollo  line  and  to  delay  west 
of  Thlonvlllo  as  long  as  possible.  The  object  of  the  delay  In  force  at  Mots 
was  to  establish  a  hinge  on  which  to  organise  tho  center  of  the  wootom  front. 

Tho  XJL  Corps  had  little  Inforaatlon  regarding  tho  allltary  strength  of 
Mete.  Their  rapidity  of  advancement  had  allewad  no  time  to  gather  and  dle^ 
cealuato  Infomation  on  tho  fortroso  oyotoa  or  tho  availability  of  troops  to 
defend  It.  Maps  available  to  U.S.  forces  ehowsd  neither  the  fort if ioat Ions 
nor  the  details  of  the  terraln.^^ 

Proa  the  Geman  perepeetlve,  the  defenea  of  Nets  could  best  bs  acco»* 
plished  by  conesntratlng  forces  sost  of  the  Moselle  River  lino,  and  the  forts 
west  of  the  river  wore  used  chiefly  for  delaying  purposes  only.  Nets  Itself 


vonJd  If*  u««d  M  ta  auLnlnistrHtlTtt  c«&t«r  to  direct  and  repulce  the  edvaaciiie 
AiHirleane,  l-ater*  Mete  would  he  used  a«  a  eouee&tratioii  point  for  amnanltlon 
and  veapone  to  arv  the  eounttroffenelTe  which  was  to  he  organised  behind  the 
Moselle  Blwer  line,  Bowewer,  Hitler  directed  that  all  forte.  Including  those 
vest  of  the  Moselle,  be  Banned,  laprowed  whore  possible  and  held  at  all  coets, 
Vork  was  begun  on  thoco  posltlono  and  as  aany  artlllox^  plosto  as  poeslble 
wore  onplaeed, 

3;he  i>t_tack  on  Fort  Drlant 

XX  Corps  and  Third  U«3,  drsQr  endorssd  a  plan  developed  by  the  coveiandere 
of  tb«  11th  Infantry  Begiaent  and  the  5th  Infantry  Division  for  the  attack  on 
Vort  Drlant,  The  plan  wac  designed  to  indoctrinate  newly  arrived  roplacenente 
and  roinforeeBentfl  and  to  boloter  the  soralo  of  the  11th  Infantry  Roglnient. 
However  the  Corps  and  Third  Amy  eeieianderc  taw  Port  Driant  as  vital  to  the 
assaiult  on  Mets  since  tha  Port  was  conoldored  a  keystono  In  the  reduction  of 
the  approaches  to  Nets,  The  reduction  of  Port  Driant  would  open  the  way  for 
a  tank  assault  north  through  the  Moselle  Valley  to  Nets,  The  planning  ef  the 
Initial  attack  on  ?.?  Septonber  was  bated  on  ground  reconnaieeance  a«  wvll  as 
extensive  aerial  reconnaissance  photo  inforaatlon  regsrding  the  actual  dle<- 
poeition  of  the  eneay  in  Tort  Driant,  This  attack  did  not  take  place  however 
until  October  to  allow  for  additionsil  engineer  preparationa.  The  aaeault 
after  eleven  days  of  effort  was  repulsod, 

Based  on  the  ordeal  at  Tort  Driant,  the  Oosoiandlng  General,  XX  Corps, 
initiated  intensive  planning  for  the  subsequent  reinforced  attack  on  the  en¬ 
tire  fortified  region  ef  Mets,  Thle  plan  consieted  of  two  distinct  operations 
to  be  aceoapllehed  concurrently:  The  first  would  be  an  attack  to  encircle 
and  destroy  the  fortress  and  garrison  of  Mets,  the  second  would  be  the 


seisure  of  a  bridgehead  over  the  Saar  Biver  In  the  vicinity  of  Saarburg  as  a 
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ba»s«  to  roeojw  tlio  attmck  to  th«  northoast.  It  waa  raaooaod  that  aftar  tho 
Nats  oparatioa  had  eoaaanead  and  tha  aaaas'  atraoitth  had  haan  alphoaad  Into 
tha  tbraatanad  araa,  an  lafantry  dlTlaion»  eroiaing  north  of  ThionTilla,  aould 
prooaad  rapidly  orar  tha  haia  of  tha  8aar»Koaalla  trlaa«;la  and  aalxa  a  bridea** 
haad  os  tha  Saar  Bivor  at  Saarhore* 


J.L"  JrlL 


Tha  paraoBsal  raplaaonent  ayataa  for  both  sldaa  was  slallar  In  ona 
aspaett  thay  wars  laadaquata  to  aastala  prolosgad  oparatlosa.  Wo  aaa  that 
Patton* a  drlra  aeroas  franca  produead  24,820  easnaltlei  with  19(506  replaca- 
aents  throiii;h  28  iu^at  1944(  whlla  Qoraan  lottos  tatalad  154(000,  Whlla  tha 
Americana  wars  dapemline  alaoat  totally  upon  Indl^ldnal  raplaeaBoatt(  tha 
Oaraana  utod  alaoat  axtanalvely  tha  imlt  raplaatnaat  ayataa,  Tholr  concept 
wat  to  fora  nnlta  and  Inaart  than  into  tha  dafanaa  aa  tueh.  If  a  rmlt  had 
been  dlaabladt  thay  wars  collaetad,  eonaelldatad  and  raforaad  into  another 

By  Saptaatior  17  (  tha  baj^innlng  of  tha  short  lull  or  stalaauitat  3d  Angr 

catualtlat  totaled  26,402,  an  Ineraaaa  of  2,000,  while  anaay  easualtiaa 

nuabarad  an  aatinatad  186,000,  aa  Ineraaaa  of  30,000  ainea  28  August  1944, 

Thera  was  a  delay  in  reporting  tha  eaanaltias  up  tha  ranks  aa  tha  Initial 

attacks  to  aaita  bridgahaada  produced  aore  than  2,000  casualties.  This  is 

farther  Justified  by  tha  casualty  flgoraa  af  3d  Amy  as  rapertad  an  24  Sap- 

taabar.  Total  easualtiaa  wars  reported  at  45,130,  sn  Ineraaaa  of  7,272  during 

a  period  of  lassanlng  aetWlty,  while  tha  anaay  easualtiaa  ware  aatinatad  at 

2X6,100,  an  increase  of  30,100  In  ona  week,  Tha  eunulatlTa  raplaeanentt  for 

3d  Army  nuMberad  43,566,  lass  than  2,000  short  af  easualtiaa  suatalnad,^ 

The  individual  raplataaent  concept  Was  anployad  after  all  unite  ware  dew- 

ployad  In  the  theater,  and  provided  the  now  green  tuopt  a  oento  of  identity 
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ani  aff«xd«d  thorn  some  Maaare  of  aoearltj.  fhey  Imov  If  thay  mrrlTad  Initial 
hattlof  thoy  bad  a  cbaneo  of  onrvlTlag  tho  var.  On  tho  other  hand  thi  Goman 
unit  roplaeoBont  oyotoa  oaployod  hy  tho  Qomano  oeeaed  to  oult  tholr  inrpooot 
and  vao  tholr  hoot  eoarso  of  aetlon*  Altboiigh  thoro  voro  eohoslon  prebleaot 
the  Germano  at  that  tlas  wore  eontlmally  InrolTOd  la  reconstituting  units 
from  whatever  assets  they  could  manage. 

Both  aides*  replaiseaent  stream  was  inadequate  to  keep  up  with  casualties. 
In  the  3d  Ansyf  non  battle  CMualties  were  2.5  for  each  KIJL  The  Goman  re- 
placement  etream  was  inadequate  because  Hitler  felt  the  war  with  Bueala  had 
greater  significance.  This  major  Influx  of  peoplo  into  the  Vest  would  occur 
during  the  forming  of  tmlts  for  the  battlo  of  the  Bulgo. 

fhe  0.3.  replaeoments  woro  green.  Although  Patton  tried  to  give  then 
training  prior  to  throwing  them  Into  sattlOy  It  was  net  always  possible  to  do 
so.  The  Oeman  replacements  wsrs  no  better.  The  462  Dlv,  defending  Mots* 
eniod  up  using  mn  OOS  Regiment,  a  Security  Regiment,  the  IICO  School  Regiment 
and.  a  composite  regiment  with  2  replacement  battalions  and  a  signal  battalion. 

Thn  GOS  regiment  wae  compoeed  of  young  non  as  well  aa  veterans  of  the 
Bastern  Pront  who  had  distinguished  themsolves.  Tho  HOO  School  rsglaisnt  was 
ratod  high  In  technical  ability,  but  had  never  worked  together.  The  other 
reglmonta  were  not  line  soldiers  and  ill-trained  for  the  mlesion.^^ 

Although  Patton  was  short  of  replacements,  this  wms  not  the  cause  cf  his 
isltiys*  The  lO'^lstleal  problems  eaused  the  Initial  stopping  of  his  momentum, 
allowing  the  'Armans  more  time  to  preparo  Nets  fortifications.  On  the  Osmiui 
side,  their  shortages  were  directly  responslblo  for  this  inability  to  hold 
the  terrain.  But  one  must  look  at  Bltlor*n  position  to  undsrotand  why  ho  did 
not  seol  replacements  to  the  Vest.  He  knew  the  Allies*  lines  were  chort  and 
until  Antwerp  wae  open,  he  could  devote  all  his  attention  to  the  Inetere  Pi‘ant. 


The  HOriile  Patton* •  >1  Amy  tfns  high  befttr*  the  Initial  stopping  Vfeat 
of  the  Moeelle,  They  had  demetatad  the  Oemane  and  'braggred  that  they  were 
with  Patton*  Their  lota  in  momeotun  for  30  dayt  or  to  canted  a  alight  dtereate 
in  aorale  due  to  inaotlvlty.  They  ware  ovarjoyad  when  ^tven  the  order  to 
attnok  onward  '‘toerard  the  Rhine*.  Pnriiv'  thla  lota  in  nomenttin  the  Oennant 
had  aet  atrouj*  dafanaos  and  ware  nearly  itraparad  for  the  fall  aeale  Anarlcan 
nttaek.  They  Inflietad  heavy  aaauf&ltiaa  on  tho  U.!).  forooa  and  exparianead 
a  lift  in  their  aarnla  by  atopplng  Patton.^^ 

l>arin£  the  firat  phone,  the  Tf.S.  foraaa  were  tired,  hungry  and  took  50 
percent  eaeualtlea.  The  norolo  of  nen  in  the  eonpaniea  had  gone  down  aa  they 
aav  their  leadera  die.  Sone  unita  even  ratraatad  uneontrollad  from  the 
bat  tie. 

The  weathrr  eeivad  to  further  denoral*se  then  at  the  rain,  cold  and  aiud 
alovad  then,  thereby  oxpoaing  then  longer  to  the  one ay* a  fire.  The  tarraln 
and  weather  r.ld  net  favor  nae  f»t  tanka  which  eauaed  the  aoldlera  to  fight  a 
difforout  type  of  battle  than  they  bad  boon  praviouoly  fighting.  Oone  wna 
the  flank  aeoority  aohlaval  by  apeod.  Gone  waa  the  maneuver  they  enjoyed 
with  their  tanka.  In  Ite  place  waa  an  aaaault  upon  fartlflsd  poaitiona 
without  the  aseiataneo.  Initially,  of  air  cover. 

The  leader#  did  all  they  eould  to  ineraaaa  morale.  Patton  gave  matny  of 
hi«  fasioue  "pep  talka*.  Many  eubordlnate  leadera  showed  their  concom  for 
their  lolllare  by  insuring  they  had  proper  clothing  and  adequate  food.  Tho 
aolliare  believed  in  their  leadera  and  la  their  cauae.  They  knew  Hitler  moat 
be  defeated. 

itwmmr 

The  Qermaa  leadership  was  eonvincod  the  war  was  over  in  the  Western  Tront 
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but  vor*  Marly  fanatical  a^out  prota^tloii  of  tho  hoaeland*  In  this  battlo 
the  noat  fierce  oppoeltlon  wm  from  the  OCS  reglneat  and  the  VOO  ooadeny. 
Although  sons  of  the  leaders  were  teehnleally  eonpetont  the  majority  of  the 
tmoller  lerel  leaders  were  Inexperieneed. 

Pattoalo  personiility  permeated  the  battle*  He  was  eimrywhere  I  He 
fereed*  pashod  and*  at  times*  direeted  forward  operations*  BO  proTOd*  he«e- 
ewor*  not  to  be  wery  flexible  about  this  plea*  fhe  smaller  unit  leaders 
ended  up  uslims  inltiatlwe  to  OYsrcoae  the  obstoeles  and  eTentuolly  took  Mots* 
The  Aaerleon  Army  had  the  leadership  adwantage  throui;hout  tho  battlo,  al¬ 
though  the  Qermons  fought  brarely* 


XX  Oorpa*  alsslon  was  simple:  "to  oaelrele  mad  destroy  the  enemy  la  the 
Mete  garrison  and  capture  a  bridgehead  orer  the  Saar  (HiTer)*"  The  order 
spoeifically  called  for  the  "destruction  or  eapttire  of  the  Nets  garrleon 
without  the  Investlttire  or  eelxure  of  the  Nets  forte# The  Corpe  was 
anxious  not  to  repeat  the  fiaeee  at  fort  Prlant  which  had  cost  so  many  llwes 
and  LTO  Patton  was  anxious  to  resume  hie  rapid  odronee  to  the  Bhlne  Biwer* 

*leneral  Klttel*e  orders  were  clear:  Hie  oath  was  "to  defend  the  city  to 
tho  last  man  and  cartridge*"  Hitler  hod  now  taken  a  epeelol  interest  in  the 
Mots  garrison  and  in  the  eeeoud  week  of  Hevsmber  ordered  the  garrison  to 
"hold"  and  to  be  relnferoed,  provisioned  for  a  long  siege,  and  equipped  with 
additional  rockot  Isunehere*  He  saw  the  opportunity  to  put  a  large  salient 
in  the  advancing  Allied  lines  and  to  slow  or  stop  Patton.  His  orders  came 
too  lata  for  the  Nets  garrison. 


U.S*  foroee  hod  thn  following  oourses  of  action: 


1*  Sneirele  and  reduce  the  garrison 
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2.  lnoirel«t  then  hypa««  the  oltjr* 

3*  Snolrole  the  garrlvnn*  then  eonduot  tlege  wnrfitre* 

Oorwm  fnree*  hed  the  followtng  ooursee  ef  net  Ion: 

1.  Roll  the  gnrriaon. 

2.  Oonduot  dolny  operation*  with  the  city  as  a  plwot. 

3.  Withdraw  the  gan'laoa  with  delaying  general  forooa* 

fhe  Third  Amy  had  learned  It*  lesion  la  siege  operations  dturiag  ttis 
Septeaher  fighting.  While  XX  Corps  enelroled  the  city.  Xll  Corps  and  other 
XX  Corp  elonsnte  were  to  push  ahead  to  th*  Saar  Rlwer.  XX  Corps  was  to  r*» 
duce  the  city  Without  engaging  la  a  eeatly,  long  tern  alege. 

She  Ceraan  deolslon  to  hold  the  city  was  a  waste  of  preeloue  aen  and 
equlpnent.  Althoogh  a  nore  adoquately  shipped  force  eoald  hawo  hoen  a  thorn 
to  the  IT.S.  Xerces  for  an  extended  period,  the  days  of  slega  warfare  had 
literally  hoen  hypaasod  hy  amor  and  air  power,  fhle  Ceraan  eouroo  of  aetloa 
eodld  not  he  supported  tactically  or  logistloally. 


On  3  HOT^abnr  XX  Corno  Ittiwid  Yield  Order  Ho*  12  which  ootllned  it«  eon- 
eopl  for  the  reduction  of  the  Net«  fortified  oron  and  the  roeuaptlon  of 
offenolTO  operations  to  eseure  the  Rhine*  Ifhlo  plan  ealled  for  an  oselrela- 
aont  of  MetSt  a  follow  on  roeonivitooaoeo  to  the  Sarro  Rlwer*  tho  oolimre  of  a 
hrUtj^head  In  the  wlelnlty  Saarhar^t  and  on  ordor*  tho  eontliraatlon  of  tho 
attack  to  the  northeaot*  In  ipeelfle  regard  to  Mete*  the  order  stated  that 
tho  Intent  of  the  ooaaandor  wot  to  deotrvoy  or  capture  tho  Nets  garrison, 
without  the  Investiture  or  ologo  of  the  Mots  forte. 

To  laplOBont  tho  plan,  the  90th  Infantry  Division  was  tasked  with  the 
initial  envolopaent  of  the  city  froa  the  north*  The  5th  Infantry  Dlvlolon 
attack  was  to  onelrcle  Nets  froa  tho  oouth.  The  95th  Infantry  Division  was 
initially  to  contain  tho  Ooraan  salient  woot  of  tho  Nooollo.  When  the  ooia- 
eentrlo  attocko  of  the  90th  and  the  5th  dlvlilons  olosed,  tho  95th  waa  to 
drive  Into  the  salient,  eross  the  Moselle,  and  secure  the  city*  The  10th 
Armored  Dlvlolon  was  to  follow  tho  90th  division*  After  crossing  tho  Mooollo, 
It  was  to  attack  to  the  left  and  parallel  to  the  90th  to  elooe  the  onelrele- 
aent  oast  of  Mots,  Slmultonoously,  the  10th  wao  to  push  armored  roconnalssanoo 
units  east  towards  the  Sarro  River  with  the  intention  of  oelwlng  a  prellDlnary 
hridgehoad  near  Nerslg*  finally,  the  3rd  Oavalry  Oroup  was  to  follow  tho  loth 
Armored  aeross  tho  Mooello  River.  Upon  crossing,  it  would  owing  northeaot  to 
preho  enemy  realstance  In  tho  vicinity  of  Saarhurg  and  to  screen  the  flanks 
and  roar  of  tho  eorpo  units  encircling  Nets* 

The  plan  was  haslcally  to  be  executed  la  two  phasoot  1)  The  ollalnatlon 

of  Qeraan  forces  in  the  Nets  area*  2)  The  resnaptlon  of  tho  attack  to  the 

northeaot*  Its  auceeos  depended  upon  the  rapid  eulmlnation  of  the  encirclement 
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mnd  tho  potnt  at  which  th*  Ooraan  Ar«y  eeiMandar  decided  to  wltladraw  froa  the 
encircled  area. 

PlT^fAgn*!  iv 

On  7  Werea'bert  oily  hanre  hefore  the  attack  wae  to  Juarp  off,  the  95th 
dlYielon  was  ^Iven  a  ehange  of  aleslon.  In  addition  to  eontatnlne  the  ealieat 
around  Netk*  the  dlvlalon  wae  to  force  a  croeola^  of  the  Noiolle  at  Uckasiie 
and  to  reduoe  a  pocket  of  Ueman  reolotanoe  in  tho  Tlolnlty  of  HalKlerei^lee" 
MetK.  The  porpoee  of  thle  effort  was  to  create  a  dlaturbanoe  which  would 
draw  the  (leraan^j  attention  away  froa  the  90th  dlTleion  attack  further  north* 
The  95th  dlvlelon  wae  to  employ  only  the  nlnlnua  of  forooo  In  the  orostlni; 
but  would  aleo  coordinate  Its  attacks  on  both  eldeo  of  the  river  to  i;lve  the 
lapreeaioa  that  It  wae  the  eorpe  uain  effort.  The  attack  wao  to  be  executed 
on  8  Hoveaber  which  wae  one  day  before  the  other  XX  Oorpe  unite  were  to  begin 
operatlone. 

The  new  aleolou  wae  aselgned  to  the  377th  Infantry  Beglaent.  The  reaaiiw 
ing  unite,  the  378th  and  379th  Infantry  reglaente  were  to  contain  the  Mete 
salient.  In  the  377th,  the  let  Sattalioa  wae  designated  to  make  the  river 
crosalng.  Their  alselon  wae  to  force  a  crotelng,  occupy  the  town  of  Inmeldango 
and  black  the  uortlr^outh  roeul  between  Mete  and  Thlonvllle.  Once  theee  obje^ 
tlvee  were  eeeured,  the  battalion  was  to  dig  in  and  wait  relief  by  troopo 
moving  down  from  the  naln  oroeslng  In  the  north.  The  2nd  and  3xtl  fiattallono 
of  the  377th  wore  to  reduce  the  Gkiraan  pocket  at  MalKleres-lan*MetK. 

At  dusk,  on  the  night  of  8  Hoveaber.  a  detachaent  of  the  320th  eoglneore 

eroneed  the  river  la  assault  boats  and  blew  a  gap  In  the  Osman  wire  and 

alnefleld.  At  2100,  C  conpany  let  Bn  377th  Infantry  crossed  the  river  with 

no  opposition.  The  company  advanced  approximately  400  meters  from  tho  river 

and  thou  dug  In  to  await  the  arrival  Of  the  rest  of  the  battalion. 
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In  oonJunetloB  with  th«  m'Oaiiaya!;i  thn  2nd  and  3rd  battalion*  Inltlatod 
thair  nlisht  attack  amalnat  Nal«ioroa«-10B»Mat««  Th«  oporatlon  waa  alaioat 
taaadlataly  halted  bjr  the  oxtonolY*  ainaflalda  In  th*  area.  Onea  tripped,  the 
Oaraaaa  vara  alerted  to  the  attack  and  eanv^bt  the  jLaerloan  troopa  In  the  open 
with  artillaxy  fire.  7>eaplta  heavy  aaanaltlaa,  the  attack  ooatinoad  through^* 
out  the  night  and  on  Into  the  nant  day.  On  the  afternoon  of  9  hoveaber*  the 
battallona  were  rainforead  with  tanka  and  by  nightfall  had  aaeurad  the  entire 
area  except  for  a  aaall  enany  anelave  In  the  town  of  Hacaconocurt.  On  the 
following  day*  the  Neaelle  Birer  began  to  flood  and  the  rlali^  water  iaolatad 
thia  Ylllaga.  Thareafterf  no  farther  attaapt  waa  and*  to  clear  it. 

On  daybreak  of  9  Hovaaber  the  lat  Battalion  had  auccoadad  In  oroaalng 
Ita  A  oonpany  and  a  heavy  weapon*  platoon  aeroaa  the  rlvor.  By  thla  tlae, 
howovart  Oeraan  artillery  had  aeroad  In  on  tho  oroaalng  alta  and  prevented 
the  bridge  building  operation*  of  the  englnaora.  Additionally!  tho  rlalng 
flood  of  the  Moaollo,  eomblned  with  the  incroaalng  aoeuraey  of  Ooraan  flro 
aado  eontlnaed  boat  eroaainga  Inpoaalblo.  Tho  two  eoepautioa  of  the  battelion 
were  out  off. 

The  19th  Yolke  arenedler  dlvicion!  whloh  oppeead  the  eroaali^t  aada  no 
major  attempt  to  ellminato  the  bridgehead.  Ita  action*  war*  confined  to 
patrolling  and  Indirect  flro.  It  le  apparent  that  the  dlvieloa  reeognlaed 
the  action  aa  a  flent.  The  companlee  on  the  oaat  bank  were  aupportod  for 
three  days  by  air  drops  from  light  epotter  aircraft,  yinally.  on  the  night 
of  the  11/12  Bovaaber  the  flood  waters  began  to  roeedo  and  the  remainder  of 
the  battalion  wae  able  to  oroaa. 


To  execute  ita  northern  envolopoent  of  Mots  the  90th  dlvlalon  aeleeted 

two  croeaing  ■Itee  on  the  Moeello  Rlvert  Oattenom  and  Mailing.  It  waa  the 
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eoMwilitri  tnt«nt  to  put  *  ttron^  fore*  ueroai  the  rlYor  before  dayll/;ht  on 
9  Doreaber  In  order  to  quickly  overrun  the  forto  of  Koenl^owkeker  and  Metrleh 
while  eeourln^  the  dominant  terrain  to  the  eoutheaet*  The  remalnin<;  rof;laeata 
wonld  eroee  In  fountain  attaoke  on  9  Koeember. 

The  358th  Infantry  Be£;lnent  waa  to  bo  on  the  dlvlalon**  right  and  wae  to 
eroee  at  Oattenoa.  It  wae  to  eeleo  ft.  Xoenlgeaaoker  and  the  Ylllago  of 
Baeae^Bam  with  one  battalion.  Thn  remaining  two  battallone  were  to  by  paeo 
the  fort  and  aeetire  the  rldgellne  eoutheaat  of  Koonlgenaoker.  The  359th 
Infantry  Hegimant  on  the  left  waa  to  orooe  at  the  Hailing  alto  and  eeonre  the 
high  ground  between  Mount  Altenberg  and  the  Tillage  of  Oudrenno.  The  357th 
Infantry  Reglaent  wae  to  oroea  at  either  alte  and  attack  between  the  other 
two  reglmenta  to  aeeure  the  town  of  Xoenlgenaeker.  from  theae  poaltlona*  the 
BlTlalon  waa  to  eontlnue  Ita  attaek  to  doalnate  the  high  ground  northweet  of 
Boulay»-Moeelle  which  controla  the  roada  leading  out  of  Mote  and  would  cloao 
the  northern  portion  of  the  XX  Corpa  eneireleaant. 

Two  daya  before  the  attack  the  dlvlalon  aored  Ita  regiment  a  and  aupport 
troopa  into  the  cover  of  the  foreat  of  Oattenoa  which  waa  directly  to  the 
rear  of  the  croaaing  area.  The  3rd  Cavalry  patrollad  extenaively  to  conceal 
thla  novaaent  and  keep  German  patrola  away.  Before  aldnlght  on  9  Noveaber, 
the  aaaault  battallone  of  the  358th  and  359th  began  to  carry  their  boata 
towarda  the  river.  The  Moaella  waa  beginning  to  flood  and  haaperad  the  ap» 
proaehea  to  the  river.  The  flood,  however,  alao  covarad  the  German  nine** 
fields  on  the  east  bank  and  forced  their  outpeata  away  from  the  river.  By 
0500,  the  358th  had  one  battalion  ashore  without  incident  and  waa  shortly 
follewad  by  the  arrival  of  the  two  other  battalions.  The  359th  was  also  able 
to  cross  all  three  battalions  with  no  oasualtlea. 

In  the  358th  sector  the  lat  battalion  launched  ita  attack  at  0715  against 
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7t  Ko«nl^sa»ek«r  vhlls  th«  3rd  b«tt«llon  bypMiftd  the  attack  and  advanced 
toward  the  villas  of  IiifTlanxe*  The  lot  hattallon  qulokly  ponatratod  the 
wire  and  alae  flelda  aurrotudin^  the  fort*  The  battalion  had  detailed  aaipa 
of  the  fortifioatlon  and  had  trained  previoualy  in  the  epeelal  teehniquee 
required  to  olear  Ito  bunkera*  The  operation  proeeaded  eyatenatleally  bat 
wan  hladarod  by  the  ahorta^e  of  exploalvea.  Suppliea  had  to  be  hand  earried 
fron  the  river  and  the  flow  waa  innuffieient  to  nupport  the  attack*  Spotter 
aircraft  were  then  eaployed  to  airdrop  exploalvea*  By  10  Hoveaber,  A  and  B 
oonpanlea  of  thi  lat  battalion  had  eapturod  roughly  half  the  fort* 

On  the  aftornooa  of  9  Hoveaber*  two  battalioaa  of  the  357th  oroaaed  the 
river  and  aeeurod  the  town  of  Koenlgeaaokor*  Hawevor»  the  flooding  river  had 
prevented  the  eroatlng  of  any  tanka  or  other  heavy  waapont  and  the  eight 
buttallona  were  virtually  cut-off*  lieeplte  thlo  aituatlon  the  reglnent 
launched  a  battalion  attack  on  10  Hoveaber  to  eeeuro  the  Metrloh  fertlflecr* 
tlona*  The  fort  vae  aurrounded  and  the  rldgellne  aeeured  by  nightfell* 

In  the  358th  and  359tb  eeetora*  the  eneay  war  elowl;  beginning  to  react 
to  the  bridgehead*  On  10  NovOBber*  the  359tb  wae  hit  by  a  Oerman  eounter- 
attack  which  canaed  the  regivent  to  lose  control  of  the  town  of  Kerllng*  This 
village  controlled  the  road  network  needed  by  the  10th  Arnored  to  conduct  Its 
attack*  In  the  358th  area*  a  counter-attack  waa  repaleod  at  Baeae-Ram* 

OotBpany  C  of  the  let  battalion  wae  brought  up  to  reinforce  A  and  B  oonpanlea 
In  Ft  Koeulgsaacker*  The  failure  to  secure  this  fortification  allowed  Its 
q€insm%  cccupania  to  interdict  the  advance  of  the  ?nd  battalion  and  forced  it 
to  stop  ohort  of  its  objective* 

On  the  11th  of  November*  the  three  regiments  wero  still  eut-eff*  Only  a 
few  anti-tank  guns  had  nade  It  ecroea  the  river*  The  soldiere  had  been  fight¬ 
ing  hard  for  two  days  with  little  sleep  and  wore  eoaked  from  the  continuing 
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r«la  and  flood.  Mono  tho  Ion*,  all  throe  reglaente  moved  on  the  offonelvo. 
The  35?th  ■eeorod  the  high  f^round  went  of  Brelotroff»-la*-retite.  The  359th 
ropulned  ooveral  atrong  aoontexwittaeke.  retoolr  Kerllngi  and  oeeured  the 
dominant  terrain  from  the  vallXag*  of  Hettel  along  the  river  to  the  village 
of  Oudrenne.  The  358th  eompleted  the  reduction  of  Ft  Koenigenaeker,  eaptvircd 
or  killed  eeveral  German  unite  attenptlne  to  reinforce  the  fort  and  aeeured 
hill 

The  meet  Important  event  of  the  day*  however*  did  not  occur  on  the 
battlefield.  The  flood  watere  were  reeedlng.  Thue  far*  the  Geraane  had  net 
put  together  a  otroug  eounter^attaek  force.  Time  was  running  out  for  the 
division  hecauee  Ite  aetlvltlee  of  tlM  past  three  days  bad  elearly  marked  It 
as  the  major  attack  la  the  area,  tf  the  90th  did  net  crooe  Its  tanks*  tank 
deetrcyers  and  other  heavy  weapons  coon*  the  Infantry  regiments  could  be 
pushed  Into  the  river  by  strong  armored  forces* 

The  German  Army  Group  had  been  Initially  forced  to  deal  the  bridgehead 
with  piecemeal  attacks  scraped  together  from  its  two  divisions  in  the  area: 
Th«  lUSth  division  and  the  19th  Volks  Grenadier  division.  These  attacks* 
although  executed  with  great  spirit*  lacked  the  firepower,  depth  and  mobility 
needed  to  achieve  decisive  results*  However*  on  the  night  of  11  Novemhcr  a 
combnt  group  of  the  25tb  Panser  Grenadier  Plvlelon  was  committed  to  attack 
the  bridgehead.  Meanwhile,  the  90th  Cl vision  was  working  to  push  supplies 
ani  heavy  weapons  by  ferry  «iernso  the  river.  By  early  morning  of  12  Movember, 
a  bridge  finally  spanned  the  Moselle  and  two  tank  destroyers  crossed  the 
river.  At  this  point  In  the  battle,  both  sides  were  locked  In  a  deadly  race 
to  build  up  enough  combat  power  to  decide  the  battle. 

At  0300  12  Moveubcr,  the  combat  group  of  the  25th  Paneor  Grenadltr 

reinforced  by  ten  tanks  and  assault  guns  struck  the  359th.  This  Initial 
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attnek  drove  th«  3rd  battalion  out  of  Kerllngi.  The  Oorman  main  effort  waa 
centered  along  the  Kerling»retlte*-Hettange  axle  and  was  obvlounl;^  focused  on 
the  deetructlon  of  tho  Mailing  eroealag  elte*  In  their  advance,  the  Oermano 
broke  through  two  ennpany  else  unite  attenrptlng  to  block  tltea*  A  eonpoelte 
force  of  eooke,  staff  and  eupport  pereonnel  fomed  bjr  the  2ad  battalion  cosr- 
Rander  ehecked  the  Germans  at  Petlte-Bettange*  At  that  tine,  twenty  artillery 
battiClons  opened  up  on  the  Genian  eoabat  group.  Additionally,  the  two  tank 
deeti-oyera  that  had  crossed  earlier  that  aomlng  moved  up  and  took  the  combat 
group  xuider  fire.  The  counterMattaek  completely  broke  under  such  Intense 
pressure  and  the  German  force  retreated  back  through  Kerllng.  By  the  after** 
noon  of  12  Kovember,  the  359th  had  regrouped  and  then  moved  over  to  the 
attMk  to  retake  loct  ground. 

The  357th  had  managed  to  cross  its  reserve  battalion.  After  heawy  fight** 
Ing,  the  regiment  pushed  the  bridgehead  line  to  the  end  of  the  Koenlgeascker 
ridge  and  overlooked  the  village  of  Inglango.  The  358th  also  continued  the 
attack  seising  the  villages  of  Valnestreff  and  Xlsange.  This  effort  wsa 
stopped  outside  the  villagee  by  plastic  nines  which  current  U.8.  mlno  d^ 
teetors  could  not  locate.  At  the  croselng  eltes,  strong  efforts  were  again 
underway  to  repair  the  bridges  damaged  drirlng  the  eoanter*>attaok.  Supplies 
were  still  not  arose jng  the  river  In  sufficient  quantities.  The  bridgehead 
had  been  expanded  but  the  troops  were  cold,  wet  and  tired* 

On  13  November  all  three  regiments  again  attaoknd*  The  357tb  cleared 

out  pockets  of  enemy  resistance  In  Its  rear.  The  359th  attacked  with  great 

losses  through  a  minefield  to  link  up  with  the  357th  at  Oudxwnne.  It  also 

completed  lit  reoccupation  of  Eerling.  The  358th  also  had  to  deal  with  mine*- 

fields,  but  managed  to  seise  the  high  ground  overlooking  Inglange  and  tied 

in  with  the  35?th.  A  bridge  was  completed  at  Caitenom  and  the  90th  division 
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poured  the  rest  of  Iti  unite  Into  the  Inrld^ehoad.  Traneport*  artilleryt 
antl»tank«  and  supply  unite  eroeaed  In  a  eontlimoua  strean  at  Cattonoa.  The 
90th  Peoonnalaeanoe  troop  pushed  south  along  the  river  to  link  up  with  the 
95th  division  elements  at  Uolcange.  By  the  14th  of  Novoahert  the  troops  In 
the  regiments  had  overeoatst  blankets  and  dry  socks  and  the  90th  division 
was  now  in  position  to  support  the  advance  south. 

95th  Bridgehead  Krpanded^^ 

On  or  about  10  Nevember.  ZX  Corps  headqpartere  became  very  concerned 
about  the  progress  that  was  being  made  la  securing  a  suitable  crossing  to 
conunlt  the  10th  Armored  Division.  Operations  In  the  90th  bridgehead  did  not. 
at  that  time,  look  hopeful.  Therefore,  the  95th  division  was  ordered  to 
expand  Its  foothold  on  the  east  bank  of  the  moselle  by  eonduetlng  a  recon* 
ualssance  In  force  to  test  the  possibility  of  securing  a  crossing  in  the  town 
of  Thionvllle. 

The  2iid  Battalion  378th  Infantry  was  tasked  with  the  mleelon.  By  mid*day 
on  11  Novomber  the  battalion  had  orecsed  the  Moselle  and  secured  a  small 
section  of  the  east  side  of  Thionvllle.  The  most  serious  resistance  enr> 
counterod  was  from  an  old  fortification  In  the  town  called  Ft  Tuts.  This 
Was  overrun  by  the  battalion  on  13  Movember.  Operations  were  immediately 
initiated  to  expand  the  bridgehead.  By  the  l4th  of  Hovember.  the  villages 
of  Baese^Tatr.  and  Rsute-Yuts  were  seised  expanding  its  area  to  the  north  and 
east.  In  the  southern  sector  a  Oerman  company  else  element  of  the  74th 
Regiment  held  a  email  cluster  of  more  modem  fortifleatlone  near  the  town  of 
mange.  It  took  the  battalion  two  days  of  hard  fighting  to  elimlnata  this 
threat.  During  the  fight,  ths  raconnalsaancs  troop  from  the  90th  division 
linked  up  with  the  battalion  and  aatablisbed  a  aeeura  lana  on  the  aast  bank 
of  the  Moselle  for  the  commitment  of  the  lOtb  Armored  Division. 
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On  13  Il9VflBb«rt  tha  lat  Battalion  377th  Infantry  which  hold  the  Initial, 
crossing  at  Uekan^  was  ordarad  to  attack  north  to  nake  contact  with  tha  2nd 
fin,  373th  Infantry.  The  battalion  Imedlately  ceoured  the  trillages  of  Bertango 
and  Ineldane*.  However,  before  ita  defenens  eonld  be  folly  enplaeed,  the  unit 
vac  counter-attacked  by  a  taek  force  from  tha  73rd  Hegiment  of  the  19th  Volk* 
Orenadier  XSilvlslon.  Thl«  otrong  force  wae  reinforced  by  a  unit  from  the  h85th 
Anti-tank  Battalion.  In  two  daye  of  hard  fighting  the  battalion  took  heavy 
eanualtlee  but  oontlnoed  to  hold  the  village.  Finally,  the  2nd  Bn,  378th 
Infantry  with  a  platoon  Of  tank  deetroyera  attacked  couth  from  lllange  and 
relieved  the  battalion. 

To  coordinate  the  advance  towarde  Mete,  the  95th  reorganleed  to  eonr> 
eolldate  it*  unite  on  the  oast  bank.  On  15  November,  COZ.  fiobert  L.  Bacon 
wae  ^iven  eoamand  of  all  unite  eaet  of  the  Motelle.  Tack  Force  Bacon  wae 
then  roinforced  with  toae  cavalry,  artillery,  tank  and  tank  destroyer  unite* 
Upon  the  reliof  of  the  1st  Bn  377th  Infantry,  the  tack  force  waa  ass  limned  the 
mlii^eloii  of  attacking  south  towards  Mats  to  clear  the  enemy  from  the  east  bank 
of  the  Moselle, 

Commitment  Of  Jthe  loth.  Armored  Dtvlslon^^ 

The  10th  Armored  was  moved  Into  secure  assembly  areas  .lust  west  of  the 

MORolle  on  9  November,  As  soon  as  a  suitable  crossing  site  was  established. 

It  was  to  cross  the  river  and  conduct  a  two  pronged  operation  to  seise  a 

brld^eheai  across  the  Sarre  and  to  attack  alongside  the  90th  division.  On 

12  November,  followluir  the  attack  of  the  95th  division  across  Thionvllle, 

work  was  beirun  In  that  so'sa  on  a  Bailey  Brid^.  Despite  Intensive  enemy 

fire,  the  bridge  was  eosipletsd  on  14  Novsmber,  Combat  Cosmand  B  (CCB)  of 

the  10th  Armored  erosasd  the  bridge  In  the  afternoon  and.  closed  on  an  assembly 

area  neaur  Kerling  before  daylight  on  15  November,  Far  Her  that  evening,  CCA 
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eroatad  tha  rapalrad  l>rldea  at  NallliM;  and  aaaamlilad  aoath  af  CCB.  The  3rd 
Cavalry  Croup  alao  croaaed  at  Mailing.  It  relieved  the  northern  flank  of  the 
359th  and  prepared  fer  ita  future  eereanlng  and  reeonnalaaanee  nlaaloina. 

In  the  early  aornlng  of  15  Noveaber,  0C3  began  Ita  drive  eaat  along  the 
Karllng^Valdwlaae  read.  OOA  began  Ita  attack  aouth  later  that  afternoon.  In 
order  to  effectively  utlll»e  the  few  available  roadai  each  Conbat  Coamand 
broke  down  Into  enaller  taek  forces.  The  Gei*»an  forces  opposing  the  divialon 
lacked  cohealon  but  were  able  to  nount  aeverel  etrong  blocking  actions  along 
tha  narrow  roads.  The  clearing  of  the  weather  allowed  both  unite  to  eaploy 
the  full  support  of  the  XIX  Tactical  Air  Connand. 

CCA  advanced  steadily  fOr  three  days  and  by  I9  Novaaiber  had  forced 
crocsings  of  the  Kied  river  in  the  vicinity  of  Fraiotroff  and  BouKonville. 
Tble  offoetlvoly  eonpletod  10th  Anaorodto  aisoion  la  the  Mott  eneireloncnt. 
The  infantry  divleions  to  its  left  bad  at  thio  tine  eloaod  the  inner  circle 
on  the  city.  Meanwhile  CCB  was  aeeting  stiff  opposition  in  its  advance  to 
the  Sarre.  CCA»  therefore,  waa  ordered  to  destroy  its  Bled  ereesinge  and 
attack  north  to  Join  the  rest  of  the  divialon  In  the  drive  east. 


On  15  Hoveaber.  at  the  tine  of  the  10th  Armored  attack,  the  90th  divialon 
had  eirpanded  the  bridgehead  to  a  width  of  olevtn  allea  end  a  depth  of  oovon 
allea.  The  divialon  waa  now  preparing  to  continue  ito  attack  to  cloae  the  on-' 
clrelement  of  Mete.  The  raaiatanco  of  the  Cerneui  4l6th  and  19th  Voiko 
Crenadier  diviaione  waa  croabllng.  Indicationa  ware  that  tho  Ooraan  eoaaandora 
at  Aray  and  Army  Croup  level  wore  trying  to  cut  their  lessee  end  prevent  a  gap 
from  being  ripped  out  of  their  line  by  the  enolrelement.  Bone  the  leas,  the 
Cerman  Flrat  Army  eoamandar  reinforced  the  25th  Fanaer  Crerodler  combat  group 

with  a  battalion  of  the  7hth  Regiment  and  launched  a  counter  attack  against 
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the  90th  divinion**  •auth«rn  flank. 

At  first  ll^t  of  Norenber  15th«  the  eoubot  f^roup  struek  the  town  of 
Dlstroff.  9hlo  area  was  held  hy  the  2nd  Battalion  358th  Infantry.  The 
battalion  had  recently  been  reinforced  with  one  platoon  of  tanks  and  one 
platoon  of  tank  destroyers.  Initially,  direct  fire  frees  the  Tlllags  was  able 
to  force  the  CSeraan  tanks  back  and  separate  them  from  their  stip;iortlng  ii»> 
fantry.  After  two  attempts  the  Oorsan  troops  forced  their  way  Into  the 
village.  At  the  same  tine  another  Oeraan  unit  encircled  the  Tillage  and  out 
the  Americans  Off.  In  four  hoars  of  hard  fighting,  the  German  attack  was 
br  3ken  and  the  combat  group  withdrew. 

357tb  attacked  on  15  Moromber,  but  was  stopped  by  German  held  fortl«> 
flcatlons  at  Hackenberg.  After  a  fall  day  and  night  artillery  duel  with  the 
fort*s  field  guns,  the  area  was  neutralised  on  I6  Kerember  and  the  attack 
continued.  By  the  17th  of  Vorenbor  the  division  had  adTancsd  beyond  the 
Tillage  of  Klang  and  had  destroyed  or  captured  several  Gorman  unito. 

Upon  restoring  Its  sltuat:ion  at  Ulstroff,  the  358th  Bsglmont  moved  to 
the  attack  on  I6  Hovombor.  The  3rd  Battal.lon  cleorcd.  Inglange.  The  1st  and 
2nd  Battalions  attacked  and  sslted  Metsorvlsss.  The  2nl  Battalion  eontinasd 
the  attack  to  seours  Mstserssoho  on  17  Movsaber. 

At  this  point  the  90th  division  stopped  Mslgnsd  Intsmsdlato  objectives 

and  launched  the  division  Into  a  pursuit  to  close  the  gap  around  Mots.  The 

359th  relieved  the  358th.  Bapidly  moving  on  trucks,  the  regiment  overran 

German  demolition  teams  and  caught  road  blocks  before  they  were  emplaced.  By 

19  Vovsmbor  the  regiment  had  cut  escape  routes  out  of  Mots  at  Oonde^Borthen 

and  Lee  Ifango.  that  day  the  90th  Bscoxmalssancs  troop  linked  up  with 

elements  of  the  735tb  (tank  battalion  supporting  the  5th  Division.  Tho  enr* 

eiroleaent  was  oomplsts.  At  that  tins,  the  90tb  division  was  ordered  to 
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regrouv  to  eontlua*  th«  drive  to  the  Sftrr». 

^iCLOSIMfi  JAW3*  8tt)HOTT 

The  fri(iQdly  force*  participating  In  the  "Cloeiag  Jaw*"  eegaent  of  the 
battle  include  the  95th  Infantry  Divlelent  5th  Divlelon  and  Taak  farce  Bacon 
which  although  technically  a  part  of  the  95th  Divialon  was  deployed  as  an 
independent  force.  The  95th  Divialon.  for  the  meet  part,  had  been  responsible 
for  guarding  the  western  fortifications  and  waa  finally  given  an  active  role 
in  the  battle  on  14  Kovember.  They  had  deployed  the  379th  Infantry  Beglaent 
In  the  vicinity  of  Drlantj  the  378th  in  the  vicinity  ef  the  Oanrebert  fertl*" 
flsatlon;  and  the  377th  near  Maisieree"lee-^et8.  Meanwhile,  the  5th  Divleien 
which  was  located  to  the  south  had  expanded  the  bridgehead  and.  was  waiting  to 
aid  the  95th  in  the  enelreleswnt  and  the  capture  of  Nets. 

The  enemy  foreee  deployed  in  peeltion  to  oppose  the  95th  eoneieted  ef 
the  1217th  Id  Regiment.  1010th  Security  Regiment.  1215th  TO  Regiment  and  the 
1216th  TO  Regiment  which  faced  T?  Bacon.  IHarther  to  the  South  the  17th  38 
Panser  Orenadlers  faced  the  5th  Division. 

Ite*, 

"The  miosiUB  assigned  to  the  379th  Infantry  was  to  penatrate  an  both 
sldos  of  the  Jaaiine  d*Arc  group.  On  the  left,  the  378th  Regiment  was  to 
atteapt  to  wheal  around  to  the  Berth  of  the  Teves  ridge  and  roll  up  tha  de^ 
fenaes  from  the  rear.  The  377th  Infantry  and  T7  Bacon  were  to  advance  into 
the  city  aotrlde  the  Mooelle".^^  Tb*  overall  U,3.  platt  included  avoiding 
frontal  aeeaalte  ca  the  forte,  isolating  them  and  to  move  fereet  Into  the 
city  Iteelf. 

The  main  attack;  was  seboduI.ed  for  15  Vevembsr  while  the  supporting  at¬ 
tack.  to  be  conducted  by  the  379tht  was  elated  for  14  November.  A  heavy 
artillery  preparation  preceded  the  06OO  14  Bevember  supporting  attack.  Never- 
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tharu  VM  bIbImI  dwtiaj;*  dost  to  tho  forto  or  ttaoir  ooenpouto.  9b» 
379th  at tack  advoacod  to  tholr  first  objoetlrs  which  wm  500  yards  to  tho 
roar  of  Vort  Joanns  d*Arc.  Althooi^h  tho  objoetlro  was  roaehodi  tho  fort  was 
not  soourod.  This  pernlttod  a  largo  noaber  of  OerBan  troops  to  hido  lu  tlvk 
tronohes  and  bonkers*  After  tho  2d  Battalion  of  the  379th  moved  through  the 
fort,  the  enemy  foroos  rogroaiMd  and  wero  able  to  cut  off  the  2d  Battalion 
from  the  Reglnent*  The  1st  Battalion  was  slBilarly  out  off  after  they  eaptursd 
fori  .Tossy,  imd  fort  Bois  la  SaBo  which  they  lost  again  shortly  aftsrward* 

"Tho  enelrelud  units  wars  supplied  during  tho  early  part  of  the  evening  by 
artillery  spotter  aircraft  running  the  gauntlet  of  eneay  flre"*^ 

The  defending  enemy  forces  weren't  strong  enough  to  prevent  a  penetra^ 
tion  but  they  wore  tiulok  to  regroup  irtnero  possible  and  eontlnnie  to  place 
harassing  fire  on  tho  tJ*S«  foreoo*  "The  b62d  fuolller  was  conmlttsd  in  the 
Jeanne  d'Aro  sector*  Bleaents  Of  the  1010th  Security  Regiaent  cut  Off  tho 
Aigerican  2d  Battalion*  It  it  probably  that  the  1217th  Regiment  oppoeed  the 
lot  Battalion"*  (leneral  Xlttol  had  suecoeofolly  engaged  tho  95th  Division 
threat  by  moving  his  small  reserve  throughout  the  battlefield  and  eoneentrat>* 
Ing  them  against  the  379th  attack* 

The  night  Of  the  l4th  wae  spent  drafting  eontingoney  plane  to  effect 
link  up  With  the  two  U*8*  elements  that  were  enclrelnd*  Tho  next  day,  the 
3d  Battalion  wae  committed  along  the  road,  between  Ford  de  Quiao  and  Jeanne 
de  Are*  l*reesure  wae  being  applied  by  the  3?Bth  to  enhance  the  effectlvenees 
of  the  operationa  of  tho  3<i  Battalion. 

fnemy  reaistanoe  was  lowered  significantly,  and  "the  Ocnaan  of floor  in 
ehargo  of  the  strongpoint  then  ourronderod  with  46  men  and  it  later  traneo* 
pirel  that  ho  had  (wrongly)  asounel  that  ho  was  surrounded  by  a  censlderable 
force  of  Americano"*  ” 
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Th«  37?th  and  378th  began  th«tr  ooordiiuiitnd  attack  on  tho  l$th  of  HoT«a 
ber.  The  Bole  de  7evQe  ridge  was  attacked  la  the  northern  aeotor  by  the  let 
Battalion  of  the  37Bth.  "Oompauy  leading  tho  aeeaultt  aeourod  the  main 
ridge  line  aouth  of  Vreaecourt  Tarn  and  around  to  the  rear  of  Tort  la  Tevea. 
By  1100  thla  key  work«  oommanding  the  approaebet  to  Meta  from  the  Borth  and 
Northweat,  waa  In  Aaerloan  haala*'.^^  Thla  fart  had  provided  the  eneay  'w^ith 
excellent  obaonratlon,  fire  direction  and  eommunicatlona  roaoureea*  Noat  of 
their  war  effort  in  thla  aector  had  been  directed  froa  Tort  de  Tevea*  "The 
capttire  of  the  relatively  weak  poeltion  nay  not  eouod  like  all  that  much,  but 
in  nany  waye.  It  wae  decieive*  It  meant  that  a  enall  force  wae  in  behind  the 
fortlfleationa  and  that  they  had  hit  the  boundary  between  the  1010th  Seeorlty 
Regiment  and  the  1215  VO  Heglaent".^® 

The  377th  wae  able  to  clear  tho  1215th  Regiment  from  the  vicinity  of 
Nalniere»->lea-Met8  and  proceed  ae  far  ae  the  town  of  Woippy  which  waa  about 
throe  mllea  from  tha  canter  of  Kota*  "The  American  aucoaaa  of  15  Roveaber 
not  only  turned  the  North  flank  of  the  Oeman  bridgehead  beat  of  tha  Moeella 
but  alao  threataned  to  cleave  a  corridor  etraight  to  the  Mete  bridges”*^ 
Oomtan  equipaeatt  which  Included  artillery  and  trueka  that  were  etlll  half 
loedei,  waa  found  abandoned  along  many  of  the  roada  uaed  by  the  377th  to 
ehaee  the  retreating  eneay* 
iMte 

Tnak  Toree  Bacon*  which  eoneleted  primarily  of  tho  let  Battalion  from 

the  379th  Regiment  and  the  2d  Battalion  from  the  378th  Regiment*  etarted  ite 

aeaeult  on  the  city  of  Meta  froa  poeltlona  on  tho  eaat  aide  af  the  Moaelle 

river*  After  apend.ing  moat  of  the  15th  putting  together  a  formidable  fights 

Ing  force*  TF  Bacon  waa  ready  to  get  into  the  battle.  The  comnander  of  TT 

Bacon  decided  to  uee  very  almnle  tactica  in  making  tho  attack.  "The  advance 

Waa  made  in  two  eolunna*  moving  along  parallel  roads  on  a  narrow  front,  with 
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tank  dnatroytrt  and  taidca  •—  latar  rainforoad  two  nalfopropelled  155MM 
g\xn9  at  tba  Haad  of  aaeh  eol>inn(  and  with  Infantry  folloiwlne  in  trueka 
and  on  foot".^^  Thla  taotio  allowad  than  to  uao  one  ooliuiin  a«  a  haeo  of  fira 
and  manouver  the  other  eolumn  into  a  position  to  hit  the  flanks  and  rear  of 
anaay  \inlts  located  in  stronspoints  along  the  axis  of  adwanoe.  The  Task 
Porea  soyad  approxiaataly  alias  hafora  it  stopped  for  the  night  and 
attempted  to  make  eontaot  with  elenants  of  the  90th  Oiyision  on  its  right 
flank,  fhe  adwanoa  south  continued  the  following  day  axid  hy  nightfall  the  TP 
was  at  Port  St«  «Tullea«  which  was  within  3000  meters  of  tho  center  of  Mots. 

The  5th  Oivleion.  with  the  2d  Infantry^  10th  Infantry  and  11th  Infantry 

had  been  out  of  action  since  early  November  and  had  now  reoolysd  hadly  needed 

resupply  and  replafismsnts*  The  9th  of  Kovemher  was  the  start  of  the  5th 

I^lvleion  advance  toward  the  city  of  Mets.  The  Ssille  River*  which  was  nonual* 

ly  less  than  20  meters  wide*  was  now  almost  200  mstsrs  wide  as  a  result  of  the 

trainundoue  rainfhll*  Grossing  the  river  presented  a  eigniflcant  obstacle  but 

"throughout  the  night  of  8/9  November,  the  engineers  labored  to  eompleto 
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bridges  across  the  river  and  to  mark  the  approaches  for  the  Infantry". 

Thnro  was  little  enemy  resistance  oneountered  and  teeure  bridgeheads  were 
eetablishod  throughout  the  Division  sector  hy  the  end  of  the  first  day.  On 
the'  eecond  day  elements  of  the  2d  Infantry  captured  over  bOO  prisoners  as  the 
towne  of  Pagny^les  Ooln  and  Silly^en  Saulnols  were  sver^'Tun.  On  12  November 
the  attack  was  deliberately  slowed  down  to  allow  the  linns  of  coamunleatlons 
between  the  2d  Infantry  and  the  Division  main  body  to  be  restored.  Later  that 
day.  the  Nled  river  was  reached  by  the  1st  and  2d  Battalions,  2d  Infantry. 
During  the  night,  tho  lot  Battalion  erossad  the  river  and  occupied  the  town 
of  Ancerville, 
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Kn«my  fOre«i  auule  nomeroiiB  unaucaattful  attempt*  to  deitroy  th«  trldga** 
head  that  had  been  eatabliahed* 

The  10th  and  llth  Infantry  fought  their  way  north  and  "by  the  erening  of 

Ih  NovaMber*  tlx  dayo  after  the  eenaeneeaent  of  the  offanel've,  the  plnoera 
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were  gradually  eleelng  around  Met*"*  The  10th  Infantry  had  morod  ae  far 
North  ae  Marly  and  the  5th  BlYlelon»  although  oirerextended,  etarted  to  get 
ready  for  the  attack  on  the  elty  of  Met*.  Prior  to  moving  out  the  5th  Dlvl- 
elon  eompleted  plane  for  eetabllehlng  contact  vlth  the  90th  Dlvlelon  and  made 
final  preparatlone  on  the  15th  of  Novemher*  The  following  day  eleaente  of 
the  11th  Infantry  were  pinned  down  In  fighting  near  the  airfield  at  Freeeaty* 
Two  additional  Battallone  had  to  be  eoaaltted  to  extricate  the  11th  from  the 
enemy  which  wae  held  up  in  the  hangare  and  bonb  aheltere  at  the  airfield. 

The  enemy  foreee  eontliraed  to  fight  a  determined  battle  in  aplto  of  high 
eaeualtlea.  Porces  pitted  against  the  5th  Dlvlelon  eontlnued  to  ba  alementi 
of  the  17th  SS  PO  Dlvlalon  which  had  lost  eoBaranleation*  with  the  Net* 
garrigon.  The  Verdun  fort*  were  not  finally  enelreled  by  the  Aieerloan*  until 
the  night  of  16  November.  The  Oernan  force*  at  the  Freeeaty  airfield  were 
finally  driven  off  by  two  Infantry  Battalion*  and  the  735th  Tank  Battalion  by 
dusk  on  the  17th. 

The  elty  of  Met*  was  fina3.1y  encircled  by  the  U.S.  force*  on  18  November 
when  elements  of  the  5th  Dlvlelon  linked  up  with  elements  of  the  90th  Division 
at  Point  Marais.  Some  element*  of  the  5th  Divielon  entered  Into  the  elty  of 
Net*  and  etarted  to  "mop  up  the  southern  suburb*  block  by  block*  fighting 
their  way  through  the  mase  of  railway  yasHis  at  Sabi  on". The  American  fore** 
were  now  In  position  to  enter  Met*  and  over-run  the  enemy. 

Battle  For  the  City  Of  Met* 

By  nightfall  on  1?  November,  the  American*  eurrounded  the  city  and  were 


preparing  to  ontor, 

TV  Bacon,  eoaclctln,!;  of  tho  2nd  Battalion,  !)76th  Infantry,  tho  let  Battal** 
ion.  377th  Infantry,  and  tho  95th  Booonaalccanee  Troop  noro  located  approxl* 
nately  2^  ndlea  north  Of  Notx  in  the  Tlelnity  of  the  Qemaxr-held  Tort  St, 
Julian,  Tho  balk  of  the  37?th(-)  and  378th  Infantry  Ro/slnente  had  drawn  up 
to  the  Hofen  Canal,  parallel  to  the  Moeelle  Biver,  Juat  northweat  of  the  olty, 
Weat  of  the  city  the  provlouttly  eneiroled  379th  Infantry  Boglnent  had  fought 
Its  way  to  within  about  a  alia  froa  the  Moselle,  South  of  Mots,  eleaents  of 
tho  5th  DlTlelon*8  10th  and  11th  Infantry  raelaenta  were  occupying  tho  city* a 
southern  suburbs,^^  All  U,S.  foreea  were  redueed  la  atrength  boeanao  of 
eaaualtles  and  beeauae  of  forces  which  had  to  be  left  behind  to  hold  neweral 
Genaan  oeoapied  atron^olnt  forts  which  surrounded  the  city. 

In  addition  to  the  prcwioualy  mentioned  U.S,  forces  surrounding  the 
city,  there  were  some  400  combatant  7fl  people  etlll  In  the  city  Iteelf, 

The  main  Oeman  atrongpolnt  forts  surrounding  the  city  which  were  still 
offering  strong  resistanes  during  the  night  of  17  November  were  forte  St, 
Julian,  about  3  miles  north  of  the  city  In  Tf  Bacon's  sector;  Forts  Plappe- 
▼ills  and  St.  Quentin  approximately  3  miles  west  ef  Metk  in  the  379th  Infantry 
Keglnent's  area;  Forts  Jeanns  d*Are,  Drlant.  and  a  couple  of  the  Seven  Dwarfs 
farther  south  and  west  of  the  city;  Fort  Verdun  about  4  milee  eouth  and  Fort 
St.  Privat  on  the  city's  southernmost  edge,  both  In  the  11th  Infantry  Begl*- 
aent'e  area;  and  Fort  Queuleu  about  a  mile  southeast  of  Mats  in  the  10th 
Infantry  Beglment  sector. 

German  forces  eontalned  within  these  forts  by  U.S.  troops  reduced  the 
number  of  forces  available  to  the  Oersiaa  eonmander  responsible  for  holding 
tho  city  of  Mots, 

Because  of  the  large  number  of  French  civilians  still  in  the  city  the 
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An«rloana'  uaa  of  bombliv^  and  artlllary  waa  graatly  reatrletad 


Oenoral  Klttal  had  th«  followln#;  foroaai  aalda  from  thoaa  pravlorualy 
montlonod,  ayallahle  to  hold  Meta,  Tho  1215th  VO  Roglmant  waa  In  the  gonaral 
▼Iclnlty  of  Fort  St*  ^entln  to  the  weat  of  the  city  and  waa  ordered  to  hold 
out  In  the  fort  Itaelf  If  neeeaaary*  Rej^inent  Anton  (1010th  Saourlty  Regi¬ 
ment)  waa  In  the  Tlclnlty  of  Fort  PlappowlllOi  alao  to  the  weat*  The  1217th 
VO  Beglaent  ataff  waa  loeuted  Inalde  Fort  Drlant  and  the  regiment  waa  In  the 
fort 'a  general  area  weat  of  iha  Moaolle  and  aouth  of  the  city*  The  h62  Faail- 
ier  Battalion  waa  located  to  the  aouth  and  weat  of  Mats  around  the  Seven 
Dwarfa*  Combat  Group  won  Matadorf  allowed  Itaelf  to  be  aurrounded  In  Fort 
St*  Prlvat  Juat  aouth  of  the  city* 

The  German  foreea  under  General  Klttel  were  prepared  to  poan  the  Aaarleana 
aa  many  problema  aa  poaalbla  and*  although  they  were  aware  their  altuatloa 
wai  grave*  they  were  only  to  give  it  up  block  by  block* 

Flf:htlntf>  on  18  Hovember 

American  efforta  to  enter  the  city  of  Meta  keyed  upon  aeetirlng  any 
remaining  brldgea  over  the  Moaolle  River  and  upon  the  aaalatanee  of  FFl  forona 
atill  within  Meta*  Their  altuatlon  waa  aewerely  hamporad  by  General  Klttel *b 
aliaoat  wholeaale  demolition  of  the  brldgea  In  the  area  prior  to  their  arrival* 

The  attack  on  18  November  began  with  the  95tb  DivlBlon*B  379th  Infantry 

Regiment  from  the  weat*  Leaving  two  eompanlea  to  contain  German  realateoiee 

at  the  Seven  Pwarfa*  the  let  Battalion  managed  to  cut  off  Fort  Jeanne  d'Arc 

from  Ita  rear  end*  By  evening  It  waa  at  the  Moeelle  at  Morulins-lea-Metz  only 

to  find  the  bridge  there  had  been  demollehod*  The  laolatlon  of  Fort  Jeanno 

d*Arc  waa  aupportad  by  the  3d  Battallonia  clearenco  of  the  auburba  to  the 

went  of  the  fort*  Since  the  bridge  had  been  blown  and  a  boat  croaalng  of  the 

river  at  that  point  waa  not  conaldered  feaalble,  the  379th(-)  Infantry 

55 


R«fi:lji9nt  w»»  ordered  to  kaop  Forta  Joanna  d‘Arc  and  Driant  eontalnad  and  to 
nop  up  any  ramalnlng  Qaraan  realatanea  In  tha  area. 

Tha  37Bth(«)  Infantry  Regiaent  In  tha  DlvlalonU  aaotor  waa  In  dlra 
atralta*  Ita  lat  Battalion  waa  fully  oecntplad  keaplng  Fart  Plapparllla  con¬ 
tained*  Tha  altuatlon  there  vaa  aggraratad  by  tha  Oaman  foroaa  In  Forta  St* 
Quentin  and  Plapparllla  halng  able  to  oxehanga  auppllaa  with  one  another*  The 
(German  foroaa  In  the  two  forte  numbered  about  650*  Ammunition  and  food  within 
the  forta  waa  being  expanded  rapidly*  The  Oaraana  ware  willing  to  pay  high 
eoata  to  hold  the  forta  alnee  they  overlooked  the  Moaalla  and  tha  Rofen  Oanal 
where  the  Americana  would  hare  to  croea  and  the  city  could  be  fired  upon  from 
forte*  Had  the  Oarmana  praatoeked  theaa  poaltlona  better  with  food  and 
ammunition  thoy  could  havo  greatly  delayed  the  Americana*  aventual  capture 
of  the  city* 

The  neglaent*a  other  battalion*  tha  y±t  attemptad  to  aalae  one  of  the 
few  bridgea  left  Intact  by  Uenaral  Klttel*  the  bridge  from  Longvlllo  aeroaa 
the  Tie  St*  Symphorlan  Juat  to  tha  weat  of  Meta*  Unfortunately*  however*  the 
Germane  who  had  been  aeeurlng  the  bridge  blew  It  juat  aa  lead  American  elemente 
began  to  eroaa*  With  the  bridge  out  It  waa  decided  that  an  attempt  to  eroaa 
the  river  would  be  carried  out  on  the  next  day*  19  Kovember. 

Moat  of  the  377th (-)  Infantry  Regiment *e  two  battalions  ware  located  in 
the  northern  Meta  suburbs  of  Sanaonnet  and  Meta  Kord.  While  the  2d  Battalion 

waa  attempting  to  aalxa  a  bridge  over  the  Hofen  Oanal  to  the  north  Of  tha 

7 

auburba*  they  were  slowed  eonaiderably  by  "88"  machine  guns  and  ZO-mm  anti¬ 
aircraft  gunfire  from  an  island  in  tha  river*  The  raalatance  was  neutralised 
by  American  tanks*  Whoa  the  battalion  roached  the  bridge*  however*  they 
found  that  It  too  had  been  demolished  but  that  foot  soldiers  could  still 

cross  ovnr  the  remains*  0  Coaipany  of  tha  3d  Battalion  eroaood  and  mopped 
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\jp  th«  remnlniiv:  onomy  on  the  lsl«nvi  ¥hlle  engineers  made  the  bridge  iraltable 
for  Jeopi  to  cross.  Tho  3d  Sattallou  arrivod  shortly  thereafter  on  tho 
Island  ami  assisted  in  seCfxrliig  300  captxired  Gorman  prisoners.  Tho  377th(-) 
«ras  thon  ordered  to  force  their  waj'  across  the  Moaollo,  even  thooigh  no  boate 
were  awailablo,  If  they  could  do  so  without  taking  too  nany  casualties.  Ae 
they  were  preparing  to  cross  they  began  taking  Increasing  fire  from  the  lelo 
Chamblere  which  stood  between  the  island  the  377th (-)  had  taken  and  tho 
opposite  shore  they  wsre  ordered  to  reach.  Unbeknown  to  thea  General  Klttel*i 
coamand  post  was  located  on  the  Isle  Chamblere  and  he  was  organising  his 
troops  there  for  a  last  stand. 

TF  Bacon  wsis  busy  north  of  Meix  in  the  wiclnlty  of  Fort  St.  Jtillan.  Its 
plan  for  18  November  hud  its  2d  Battalion  of  tho  378th  Infantry  Regiment 
attacking  the  fort  from  the  rear  at  0700.  At  the  same  time  its  other  battal» 
Ion,  the  1st  Battalion  of  the  377th  Infantry  Regiment  wats  to  bypaes  the  fort 
and  clear  the  suburb  of  St.  Julian  of  any  reslstanco.  From  the  suburb  they 
were  to  go  on  toward  Fort  Bellecroix  and  attempt  to  cross  the  Seille  River 
where  it  forms  the  northeast  border  of  the  city.  Just  south  of  where  it  Joins 
the  Moselle.  Vfhile  the  2/378  approached  tho  rear  of  the  fort  they  were 
greatly  slowed  by  Oemiiaii  troops  from  the  garri  son  who  had  been  deployed  among 
the  fortifientiono,  Py  early  afternoon,  however,  they  uianaged  to  reach  the 
dry  ditch  which  ran  around  the  fort.  Tho  fort»s  only  outrance  was  through  a 
vary  heavy  octal  door  at  the  ond  of  a  ceuaeway  which  spanned  the  ditch. 

After  confirming  th/at  thero  were  no  other  entrances  a  tank  destroyer  was 
placed  on  the  causeway  about  fifty  yards  from  i.ne  door.  While  infantry  and 
two  tanka  fired  at  tho  raultltuio  of  gun  ports  in  the  walls  of  tho  fort  from 
which  Gomian  soldiers  of  tho  1215  and  VG  Pogimento  were  dofoiidlrg,  the  tank 
rtostroyf.r  fired  ammo  piercing  «ujJ  high  exrloolve  rounds  at  the  door~~to  no 


avail.  The  TF  !Bacoc  co)mnar*der  then  ordernd  a  155m®  *fllf  prof^elled  ^run  to  he 
brought  up  to  fire  on  tho  door.  After  firing  ten  rounde  at  point  blank  range 
the  door  to  Fort  St.  Julian  itlll  stood.  When  the  target  was  finally  changed 
to  the  stonework  surrounding  the  door,  twenty  more  rounds  finally  caused  the 
giant  door  to  fall  into  the  fort.  It  was  indeed  fortunate  for  TF  Bacon  that 
the  Germans  defending  Fort  St,  Julian  had  no  antitank  guns,  Sinco  it  was 
dark  by  the  time  the  door  was  destroyed,  ^/378  elected  to  wait  until  the 
following  day  to  enter  and  clear  the  fortress. 

Meanwhile  1/377  was  experiencing  heavy  mortar  fire  while  attempting  to 
enter  the  euburb  of  St.  Julian.  That  fire  was  likely  to  have  been  fire  from 
an  antiaircraft  battery  put  into  position  north  of  Fort  Belleerolx  by  General 
Kittel,  General  Klttel  claimed  to  have  known  of  the  plan  for  the  1/377  to 
bypass  Fort  St.  Julian  and  had  consequently  positioned  the  antialreraft 
battery  to  fire  on  tanks  approaching  tho  city  from  the  direction  of  Forts  St, 
Julian  and  Belleerolx.  The  resistance  offered  by  the  antiaircraft  battery 
and  the  few  German  soldiers  in  the  suburb  did  not  stop  the  1 /377th,  and  led 
by  tank  destroyers,  they  entered  St,  Julian  by  early  afternoon.  They  pressed 
on  to  Fort  Belleerolx,  a  huge  storage  facility  constructed  in  the  l8th 
Century. 

While  Company  A  l/377tb  moved  to  the  rear  of  the  fort  autd  took  a  large 
nuDibor  of  German  prisoners.  Company  C  lost  8  killed  and  48  wounded  as  the 
result  of  a  huge  explosion  from  wtthln  the  fort's  northorn  edge  neacr  where 
they  were  located.  The  exact  cause  of  the  explosion  has  never  been  established 
but  speculation  has  it  that  isn  ammunition  storage  magasine  exploded.  Ae  a 
result  of  the  explosion,  however,  the  l/377th  had  to  withdraw  for  the  night 
to  care  for  their  wounded  soldiers. 

The  95th  Reconnaissance  Troop  under  TF  Bauson  was  moving  to  the  west 

58 


during  tho  beittlna  for  Forts  St*  Julian  and  Bolleorolx  in  an  atte^rapt  to 
estutllah  eontaet  with  the  .*5th  Dlvialon'o  10th  Infantry  Beglment,  The  10th 


wat  operatlne  in  the  southern  auburhs  of  Mete  east  of  the  Sellle  Hirer* 

The  10th  and  the  11th  Infantry  Reglaents  had  been  contending  with  re- 
sistnnee  in  their  seetore  from  Forts  Qxieuleu  and  St*  Prlrat  respeetlrely* 

Fort  Queuleu  had  approximately  500  Oerman  troops  axvi  the  lOth^s  efforts  to 
storm  the  fort  were  uneueeessfnl  because  of  tho  limited  number  of  forces 
available  to  the  Americano* 

Forts  St*  Privat  and  Verdun  provided  the  11th  Infantry  Regiment  problems 
in  their  area  of  operation  aouth  of  Mete  between  the  Moselle  and  Sellle 
Rivers*  The  Americans  continually  fired  on  the  forte  with  tanka*  and  each 
tine  the  Oermana  refused  opportunities  to  surrender*  attempts  were  made  to 
burn  them  out  with  white  phosphorous  rounds*  The  11th*  s  strength  was 
diminished  by  having  to  leave  elements  behind  to  contain  these  strongpolnte* 

Py  nightfall  on  18  November  Qenoral  Kittel  concentrated  his  efforts  on 
the  immediate  defense  of  the  area  around  hla  coirmand  post  on  the  Isle  Cham- 
blore, 

IlKhtlng  on  19  Roveiiiber 

At  dawn  a  company  slsed  element  of  the  Pd  Battalion*  378th  Infantry 
Eegiment  Of  TF  Bacon  prepared  to  enter  Fort  St*  Julian*  As  they  entered  the 
blown  door  to  the  fort  they  overpowered  a  German  KCO  who  was  posting  a  s<iuAd 
to  defend  the  ontraneo  and  led  him  at  bayonet  point  to  the  fort  eonartander 
who  was  nersuaded  to  sucrretider  Fort  St*  Julian* 

At  about  the  same  tine  tho  other  battalion  of  TF  Bacon,  the  1st  Battal¬ 
ion*  37?th  Infantry  Heglmeut*  Was  moving  back  into  the  area  Of  Fort 
Balleerolx*  As  they  moved  aroutvl  the  rear  of  the  fort  they  were  very  surprised 
to  find  a  bridge  over  the  Sellle  still  intact*  After  defeating  a  small  German 
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forctt  dttftndlni'  the  bridge,  it  wae  eaelly  oaptvred.  At  abcnit  rjoon  a  first 
rifle  eompany  supported  by  a  tank  platoon  erosied  the  bridge  Into  Mets  but 
was  greatly  havpored  by  extensive  sniper  fire.  The  Oeraan  force  of  nearly 
700  men  was  not  well  organised  however,  and  their  commander  received  pei>- 
mission  from  Oeneral  Klttsl  to  attempt  a  breakout.  The  unlt*s  commander,  a 
Colonel  Meier,  was  subseiuently  captured  £tnd  by  that  aiftemoon  TF  Bacon  had 
control  of  a  large  part  of  the  city.  That  evening  3TI  men  led  units  to  a 
building  housing  a  Gestapo  headqperters  where  a  few  infantry  supported  by 
two  tsmk  destroyers  neutralised  the  headquarters. 

The  95th  Beeonnaissanoe  Troop  finally  aanaged  to  eetabllsh  contact  with 
the  10th  Infantry  Boglment  of  the  5th  Olvislon  east  of  the  city  near 
Vallleree.  Shortly  before  this  the  oneBy*a  other  escape  route  was  closed 
by  the  2d  Infantry  Beglment  of  the  5th  Division  atsd  the  90th  Blvlslon^s  Re^ 
coiinalsaance  Troop  south  of  the  city. 

The  377th(-)  Infantry  Regiment,  which  had  taken  up  posltlona  on  the 
Island  between  the  Bo fen  Grnal  and  the  Moeelle,  were  ordered  to  take  the  Isle 
Chottblere,  General  Klttel's  headquarters  and  the  last  strong  defensive 
position  In  the  city.  Due  to  confusion  at  to  where  the  actual  eroailng  was 
to  take  place  support  bombardment  for  the  crossing  fell  In  the  wrong  place, 
Boate  ware  made  available  and  althotigh  Initial  Americari  losses  were  heavy, 
by  noon  a  200  yard  foothold  was  gained,  on  the  Isle  Ohamblere  and  300  Garaan 
prisoners  had  been  taken.  By  evening  the  entire  2d  battalion  and  one  company 
of  the  3d  battalion  had  crossed  and  had  entered  tv»  of  the  largo  barracks 
cotr.plexes  on  ths  Island. 

The  3d  Battalion,  373th  Infantry  formed  the  center  of  the  attack  and 
were  to  cross  the  Isle  3t.  Symphorian.  Under  the  support  of  very  effective 
artillery  and  tank  fire  they  easily  overcame  enemy  posltioae.  To  their  din*- 
may  they  soon  learned  that  the  bridges  connecting  the  island  to  the  city  were 


daetroyad  aiid  that  they  would  have  to  sake  another  croaslng  hy  aaaault  taata. 
7hic  eroaeln^t  which  was  eventually  successful,  could  not  ha  aceoaipllshed 
until  nearly  1700  hours,  however,  hacausa  a  boundary  chan#;e  with  the  5th 
Division  had  to  ha  coordinated  first, 

7he  379th  Infantry  Raglaent  was  laft  without  a  suitable  crossing  site. 
Having  been  ordarad  to  keep  forte  Jeanne  d*Aro  and  Drlant  contained  and  to 
mop  up  any  remaining  Gernan  reelstanea  in  the  area  on  tha  previous  day,  they 
were  given  reeponelblllty  for  the  ITarts  St.  Qaentlo-riappevllle  complex  on 
19  November.  This  wae  as  a  result  of  the  378th  (•>•)  Infantry  Reginont's  request 
for  a  boundary  etaanga  to  facilitate  Ita  crossing  of  the  Moeella, 

5th  Division  unite  were  bually  engaged  south  of  the  clty^  The  11th 
Infantry  Regiment  had  all  of  ita  forces  committed  to  containing  forts  St. 
Prlvat  and  Verdun  and  In  Isolated  combat  at  Treeeoty  Airfield  south  of  the 
city.  This  loft  only  the  3<1  Battalion  to  take  on  the  Goman  forcea  In  tha 
area  of  tha  railway  yarda  tooth  of  the  city. 

The  10th  Infantry  Regiment  had  unite  atlll  committed  around  ft.  Queuleu 
but  the  majority  of  the  unit  was  Into  the  oast  and  eoutbeaetem  suburbe  of 
the  city. 

Since  all  major  enemy  eeeape  routea  had  been  cut  off  and  the  dlvlalone 
surrounding  Nets  were  now  in  contact,  final  capture  of  the  city  was  only  a 
matter  Of  time. 

Geman  accounts  of  the  battle  indicate  that  attempts  were  made  to  air 

drop  suppllee  to  the  encircled  Forts  St.  Quentin  and  Flsppavllla  (which  ba» 

cause  of  their  strategic  locations  could  havs  still  greatly  complicated  the 

American  occupation  of  the  city)  during  the  night  of  19  November.  Because 

the  Geman  soldiers  wsrs  out  of  flaros  to  mark  their  location,  the  alrplanee 

were  unable  to  drop  the  supplies  to  tbem.^^ 
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The  main  eonbat  wllhln  the  eitjr  during  this  period  eoneieted  mainly  of 
confused  street  fighting. 

Vfest  of  the  Moselle,  however,  matters  were  more  complicated  for  the 
379th  Tnfantry.  They  had  been  ordered  responsible  for  the  take  over  for  all 
the  forts  still  holding  out  on  the  west  itank  of  the  Moselle.  By  0730  hours 
on  21  Movember  they  were  to  attskck  to  contain  or  capture  the  Forts  Plappe~ 
villo  and  St.  Quentin  complex,  Jeanne  d*Arc,  the  Seven  Dwarfs,  and  Fort 
Di'iant.  They  were  promised  as  much  supporting  fire  as  possible  but  were  not 
to  conduct  tuny  attacks  which  may  result  in  casualties  J  In  essence,  the  ReglM 
ment  was  all  that  the  Americans  vers  willing  to  expend  and!,  any  remaining  forces 
in  the  forts  would  bs  contained  until  ready  to  surrender. 

In  addition  to  artillery  support  being  utilised  in  support  of  the  379th* s 
efforts,  an  air  strike  which  never  materlallxed  was  planned  against  Fort 
Plappevllle  on  21  Novsmber.  Psychological  warfare  units  wers  stlso  employed  In 
trying;  to  convince  the  Gei'maav  in  the  foria  to  surrender.  Their  efforts  were 
perhaps  eauntoroetod  by  the  Oeman  radio  broadcasts,  praising  the  German 
soldiers  still  defending  the  forts.  On  23  November  the  379th  Infantry  Begl- 
ment  was  relieved  by  the  2d  Infantry  legiment  of  the  5th  rivlsloa  ao  the  95 tb 
Division  prepared  to  move  out  to  participate  in  the  Saar  campaign. 

Inside  the  city  on  the  morning  of  20  November  the  378tb(**)  Infamtry 
Heglment  seised  their  obJeetlTO,  the  main  railway  station,  whllo  TF  Bacon 
reported  that  resistance  had  teased  in  their  sector  of  the  city.  On  21 
Hoveaber  TF  Bacon  was  dissolvod. 

By  1200  hours  on  21  November  the  5th  Division  rsported  that  It  hod 
cleared  its  southern  section  of  the  city  and  that  Fort  Qneuleu  had  at  last 

surrendered.  That  left  the  Verdun  group  and  Fort  St.  Privet  as  a  concern. 
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Alth(ni|;b  the  eomander  of  Fort  St«  Privat  repeatedly  refaaed  to  eurrender,  a 
lar^e  iranber  of  hie  nen  alle^dly  deaerted  durlo£  the  night  of  22  Novemher 
greatly  redncing  thli  threat.  On  22  Movember  the  11th  Infantry  Beginent  was 
able  to  set  up  Its  forward  eoniriand  poet  Inside  the  city* 

As  20  Bovenber  dawned  on  the  377th (•>)  Infantry  Roglaent*  they  were  still 
oc(m|:^ing  tholr  narrow  foothold  on  the  Isle  Ohaabiere  confronted  by  General 
Kittel  and  the  last  of  his  defenders  luslde  the  Mundra  O.^seme.  The  Begi«* 
Bent*s  2d  Battalion  cleared  the  northern  part  of  lele  Ohaabiere  by  nightfall 
of  the  20th  only  after  rery  bitter  fighting.  Their  fight  for  the  southern 
end  on  21  Nonreabort  bowerer*  was  aoeh  harder  but  after  block  to  block  fighting, 
they  closed  In  on  Mundra  Caserns  by  erening*  Xarly  in  the  aornlng  one  eonpany 
cf  the  Battalion  managed  to  get  into  the  ground  floor  of  the  barracks  housing 
General  Kittel>a  eoamand  post.  Since  the  two  floors  abowe  them  still  contained 
enomy.  it  was  not  until  later  that  a  tank  was  able  to  cross  the  Moselle  ria 
a  bridge  constructed  by  the  engineers  and  shoot  the  top  floors  to  pieces 
thereby  forcing  the  surrender  of  the  renainlng  defenders. 

imrlng  the  morning  of  21  Novecber  General  Klttel  be«;an  participating  in 
the  battle  as  an  infantryman  and  was  subsequently  wounded  about  1100  hoore*'^^ 
Colonel  Von  Stoeeel  still  holding  out  in  Fort  St.  Quentin  sweuued  coosiaLnd  at 
thlf  point.  Shoi’tly  afterward  General  Sittel  was  tskcn  prisoner  while  being 
•rooted  for  his  wound.  Since  General  Xlttel  had  relinquished  eonmand  and 
since  some  of  the  outlying  forte  still  had  not  surrendered.  Klttel  refused  to 
eurrender  the  garrison.  This  refusal  denied  the  XX  Corps  the  eurrender 
ceremony  they  deserved . 

Fighting  continued  on  the  Tele  Chambiere  on  22  Kovember  while  American 
troops  flushed  German  eoldiert  from  the  tunnel  complex  of  the  fortress.  By 
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1435  hourtt  22  NoT«nb«r  the  377tb  Infantry  Be^rlnent  Gonaiander  reported  that 
ell  reeistenee  In  the  city  had  oeaeed.  Although  the  battle  for  Mete  wae 
officially  oimr,  the  fight  for  the  roaalnlng  outlying  forte  would  continue 
for  three  nore  weoke  before  the  area  wae  ttimed  oeer  to  the  French. 
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Q<nrt3f>l 

The  "Battle  for  Nett"  dereloped  In  aa  outatandlag  txanple  of  a  dellher** 
ate  attack  to  reduce  a  fortified  position.  The  operation  uas  aarked  tj 
detailed  and  skillful  plannlan:  on  the  part  of  the  Third  Aimy  and  Its  associ¬ 
ated  corps  staffs.  This  planning  was  elearly  the  result  of  lessons  learned 
from  the  poorly  coordinated  and  costly  operations  eonduetod  In  September  and 
October.  The  operation  was  conducted  without  air  cower  in  the  worst  of 
weather  eondltlons.79  Its  successful  execution,  therofore.  depended  in  most 
part  on  the  effeotlTS  leadership  of  reglaental  and  battalion  cosnandors  who 
kept  their  non  noTing  and  nanaged  United  conbat  support  resoarees  efflelsntly. 
Most  Inportantf  howerer.  to  final  victory  was  ths  detemlnatlon.  rnduranee. 
and  aggressiveness  of  the  Individual  eoldler  who  daily  continued  the  attack 
despite  eupply  ehortageet  bad  weather,  personal,  nlsory.  and  fierce  sneny 
resistance.  Their  perfomancs  at  Mots  put  away  forever  the  nyth  of  the 
"Anerlcan  lee  erean  soldier"  that  relied  aere  on  aaterlal  than  canrsge  to 
win  battles. 

To  the  Third  Army,  the  battle  was  an  essential  let  step  to  continue  Ite 
offensive,  establleh  a  bridgehead  aeroes  the  Saar  Elver,  and  to  finally 
breech  the  famed  Gervtan  "Western  Wall".  Mets  wae  not  siaply  a  pocket  of 
renistance  that  could  be  siaply  by  passed.  The  road  net  In  the  sursiui  ad¬ 
jacent  to  the  city  was  poorly  developed  and  probably  could  not  support  the 
traffic  associated  with  an  army  or  corps  line  of  eoaiirunlcatlon.  Additionally 
the  bridges  setup  by  the  divlelons  Involved  In  th^^  i)«ttle  could  not  euetain 
long  tern  heavy  loglstioe  traffic.  The  bridge  and  road  network  that  ran 

Ad 

through  Mets  had  to  be  secured  If  the  Third  was  to  continue  its  drive  west. 

The  perspective  of  the  German^s  Army  droup  G  v^as  similar.  Mets  was  an 
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Important  eontar  from  which  to  cupport  lt«  forward  pooittono  aC  ong  tho 
Mooollo*  Tho  rotontlOB  of  Mots  and  Ito  aoooclatod  x'iTorlino  dofonto  houeht 
timo  for  tho  Arm^  Oronp  to  Improro  Ito  "Vootom  WOll"  fortlfteatlono  and  to 
forthor  dolasr  the  TJ.S.  Third  Armyto  ontry  in  Gormany  Itoolf.^^ 

A»yjdLg.w, 

(Jonoral  Patton's  sueoooo  In  broaklng  throogh  to  tho  Saar  which  was  mado 

possible  by  tho  reduction  of  MetK«  gawo  erodlblllty  to  the  U.S.  position  of  a 

broad  front  strategy.  In  the  north*  General  Hodge's  Tlrst  Army  had  met  only 

limited  progress  In  its  attack  and  was  held  east  of  the  Ruhr  Blver.  If  Third 

Army's  attack  had  also  failed*  the  Brltleh  eould  have  easily  held  21st  Amy 

Group's  operations  as  poor  diversions  to  ths  theater's  main  effort.  Thle 

eould  have  eliminated  for  General  Kloenhower  any  support  for  hie  broad  front 
S2 

strategy. 

The  caamy  forces  caught  by  Third  Army's  attack  were  decisively  defeated. 
The  enTOlopment  and  follow  on  pursuit  destroyed  laurge  enemy  units  beyond  the 
point  of  reconstitution.  As  a  result*  when  Third  Army  established  Its  now 
line  along  the  Saar*  It  oppoaiod  an  extremely  weakened  enemy  with  mlmoet  no 
offnnalve  capability.  This  situation  greatly  facilitated  Third  Army's  later 
disengagement  to  launch  its  December  counter  attack  In  the  Ardennes. 

Despite  the  decisive  defeat  of  their  forces  in  the  area,  Army  Group  G 
was  able  to  achieve  some  strategic  gains.  The  September  and  October  engage¬ 
ments  which  pree>»ded  the  final  battle  of  Mots  showed  the  value  of  the  area's 
fortification  network.  The  Germane  were  then  able  to  withdraw  their  moro 
experionesd  combat  troops  for  employment  elsewhere  while  utilising  lower 

quality  unite  around  Mets.  The  poorer  fighting  capabilities  of  these  troops 
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v«r«  partly  eomptntatwd  for  by  tho  Mote  fortlfloatlonft.  This  alTowod  tho 

Ckirmaus  to  rolsaso  good  foraatlons  for  the  winter  offonslvo  In  the  Ardonnsst 

allovod  them  to  gain  tins  for  tho  offonolvot  oxmI  strotv'thoa  wastern  dafonsoo 

84 

hoyond.  the  Saar  at  tho  nost  of  only  their  aost  axponiokblo  formwtionss 

In  addltlont  tho  Oormaas  eould  use  tho  area  to  force  the  Aaerlcant  Into 

difficult  GLnd  lengthy  urban  battles*  This  type  of  combat  la  extremoly 

deatruetlwo  to  the  Tillages  and  farms*  Rotfovert  since  It  was  unlikely  that 

this  territory  would  ever  be  returned  to  Oeman  control^  they  oould  use  It 

8< 

to  achieve  tho  aaxlnnan  delay  of  U*S*  forees* 

Army  Qroup  C,  although  It  ine?irred  great  lossos*  was  ablo  to  delay  the 
Third  Army,  position  Its  aore  effective  units  to  defend  the  Saar,  and  gain 
time  and  forces  for  the  Ardennee  Offensive.  It  was  able  to  maintain  the 
cohesion  of  Its  First  Amy  throughout  tha  battle  and  eetabllsh  a  eontlnuous 
2nd  defensive  line*®^ 

Battlefield  Lessons 

The  "Battle  of  Mets*"  offers  several  important  lessons  that  are  highly 
relevant  to  the  Arny^s  present  day  application  of  its  Airland  Battle  doctrine. 
Some  of  the  most  slgnif leant  are  ae  follows: 

Bad  Weather  Operations:  An  extremely  notable  eharaeterlstle  of 
Airlaal  Battle  tactics  is  the  ooploymeut  of  attaclc  helicopters  and  other  air 
support  to  destroy  counter  attack  forces,  amd  to  generally  ieolatu  the  battle*- 
field  80  that  the  offensive  power  of  ground  maneuver  forces  cusn  be  concentrated. 
Th«»je  operations  are  successful,  however,  only  if  the  weather  permits  the 
emploj’ment  of  aircraft.  XX  Corps  found  themselves  In  a  situation  where  their 
available  alrpowor  ecKuld  not  be  used.  This  was  eoapensatod  for  by  the 
efftictive  eaploynent  of  both  division  and  corps  artillery  assets.  On  more 
than  one  occasion,  enemy  counterattacks  were  disrupted  and  the  offensive 
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Bon«ntuji  malntalnod  by  large  ooncentratloue  of  artillery  fire.  Until  miab 
tine  when  the  air  aeiete  armilable  to  aupport  corps  operations  are  tmily 
" all-weather" t  It  would  seem  that  the  employment  of  artillery  should  be  more 
carefully  considered  In  wargamiog  offensive  courses  of  action.  In  light  of 
the  Army's  experience  at  Mots,  wargamlng  tuader  conditions  of  unfavorable 
weather  should  bo  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception  la  staff  operations. 

Commander's  Intent:  The  "Battle  of  Nets"  reaffirmed  the  Importance 
of  a  subordinate's  xmderstandlng  of  hie  eomaamisr's  Intent  In  an  operation. 
Corps,  division  and  regimental  coiamanders  were  able  to  effectively  recon¬ 
figure  their  forces.  Change  their  main  effort,  and  redirect  their  combat 
support  to  meet  changing  situations  without  diverting  their  attention  from 
what  Wat  to  he  aecompllehed.  The  early  crossing  of  the  95th  Infantry  Divi¬ 
sion,  the  redirection  of  the  10th  Armored  IHvlsion,  and  the  formation  of  Task 
Force  Bacon  wore  all  dlvorslonc  from  the  original  plan  that  oommandora  wore 
able  to  improvise  because  they  knew  what  end  result  was  expected. 

Training*  d\irlng  Combat  t  One  Important  aspect  that  le  often  neglected 
In  the  study  of  tactics  is  the  conduct  of  unit  training  during  a  war.  A  key 
element  in  the  success  of  the  U.S,  Army  in  the  "Battle  of  Metz"  was  ttas 
special  training  in  fortification  fighting  coniueted  before  the  November 
aasault.  The  90th  and  95th  division  unite  had  practiced  the  teehnl'pxes  neces¬ 
sary  to  storm  and  defeat  the  Nets  fortifications.  Without  this  training,  they 
would  have  boon  subjected  to  high  casualties.  The  Army  ne<n>ds  to  insure  that 
its  corps  ore  organized  and  oriented  to  conluct  such  training  in  future 
conflicta.  Without  this  capability,  U.B.  units  may  find  it  difficult  to  deal 
with  new  threat  battlefield  tactics  or  to  employ  new  weapons  and  tactics 
introduced  during  the  conflict. 
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